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That will be
their cemetery.

Mohammad Karim Khalili,
Afghan vice president
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Hundreds feared dead, trapped by
landslide in remote Afghan village
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and search for after a buried a village in province,

on Friday.

How did Afghan ‘torturer in chief’ end up in US?

on a street of stucco homes on the

BY GREG MILLER, JULIE TATE
AND JosHUA PARTLOW
The Washington Post

In Afghanistan, his presence was
enough to cause prisoners to tremble.
Hundreds in his organization’s cus-
tody were beaten, shocked with elec-
trical currents or subjected to other
abuses documented in human rights

reports. Some allegedly disappeared.

And then Haji Gulalai disappeared
as well.

He had run Afghan intelligence op-
erations in Kandahar after the U.S.-
led invasion in 2001 and later served
as head of the spy service’s detention
and interrogation branch. After 2009,
his whereabouts were unknown.

Because of his reputation for bru-

tality, Gulalai was someone both
sides of the war wanted gone. The
Taliban tried at least twice to kill
him. Despite Gulalai’s ties to the CIA
and Afghan President Hamid Kar-
zai, United Nations officials and U.S.
coalition partners sought to rein him
in or have him removed.

Today, Gulalai lives in a pink two-
story house in Southern California,

outskirts of Los Angeles.

How he managed to land in the
United States remains murky. Af-
ghan officials and former Gulalai
colleagues said that his U.S. connec-
tions — and mounting concern about
his safety — account for his extraor-
dinary accommodation.

SEE TORTURER ON PAGE 6

Gulalai
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“Don’t you have kids?
Don't your kids need
to use the toilet?”

— A mainland Chinese woman,
whose son was definitely not using
a toilet when relieving himself

on a Hong Kong street

See story on Page 11
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Afghans dig for landsl

By AMIR SHAH
AND RaHIM FAIEZ
The Associated Press

ABI BARIK, Afghanistan —
Afghan rescuers and hundreds
of volunteers armed with shovels
and little more than their bare
hands dug through earth and mud
Saturday looking for survivors or
bodies of loved ones killed by a
massive landslide in the remote
northeast.

Figures on the number of peo-
ple killed and missing in the di-
saster Friday varied from 255 to
2,700 as officials tried to gather
precise information. Fears of a
new landslide complicated res-
cue efforts, and with homes and
residents buried under yards of
mud, officials said the earth from
the landslide likely would be their
final resting place.

“That will be their cemetery,”
said Mohammad Karim Khalili,
one of the country’s two vice
presidents, who visited the scene
Saturday. “It is not possible to
bring out any bodies.”

Though figures on the death
toll varied, residents knew the
toll the tragedy had taken on their
own families.

From atop a muddy hill, Begam
Nesar pointed to the torrent of
earth below that had wiped out
much of her village. “Thirteen
of my family members are under
the mud,” she said, including her
mother, father, brothers, sisters
and children. She said she had
been visiting relatives at a nearby
village when the disaster struck.

The United Nations said Friday
at least 350 people died, and the
provincial governor said as many
as 2,000 people were feared miss-
ing. On Saturday, the Interna-
tional Organization of Migration
said information they gathered
from provincial figures and local

community leaders indicated
IN STRIPES that 2,700 people were dead or

missing.
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Afghans search for s_urvivors after Friday'’s landslide buried Abi-Barik village in Badakhshan province,
on

people along with roughly 300
homes were wiped out. But since
no one knows how many people
were in those 300 homes, it re-
mains difficult to account for the
dead, Khalili said.

Mohammad Aslam  Seyas,
deputy director of the Natural
Disaster Management Authority,
said fears of new landslides had
slowed the operation.

“Search and rescue operations
are going on very slowly,” Seyas
said.

The ground on a hill overlook-
ing the village was soaked from
recent heavy rainfalls that offi-
cials believe triggered the slide.
More than half a mile away, gov-
ernment and aid groups had set
up tents to care for people dis-
placed by the disaster.

Sunatullah, a local farmer, was
working outside when he felt the
earth start to move. He said he
ran toward his house, grabbed
his wife and children and then
ran to the top of a nearby hill.
Minutes later, he said, part of the
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hill collapsed.

“The houses were just covered
in mud,” he said, adding that he
had lost 10 members of his ex-
tended family, his house and his
livestock.

Authorities distributed food
and water to people displaced
by the landslides, said Abdullah
Homayun Dehgan, the head of
Badakhshan province’s National
Disaster Department.

Rescuers have struggled to
reach the remote area, where
there is little development or in-
frastructure. The province bor-
ders Tajikistan to the north and
China and Pakistan to the east.

On Friday, President Barack
Obama said the U.S. government
also stood ready to provide assis-
tance. But a spokesman for the
U.S.-led coalition in Afghanistan
told The Washington Post on Sat-
urday that the U.S. military was
still on “standby” because the Af-
ghan National Army had not re-
quested additional resources.

“If they request support, we
will provide support, but at this
point they have not requested
any support,” said Capt. Keith
Robinson, a spokesman for the
international coalition’s northern
regional command.

Even if the U.S. military is
called upon, there may be lim-
its to what it could do because
American troops have been
steadily reducing their footprint
in Afghanistan.

As the number of coalition
bases dwindles, the range of mili-
tary medevac helicopters is in-
creasingly limited. U.S. soldiers
generally do not operate without
the availability of medical air
support.

Last week, for example, the co-
alition supplied bottled water for
delivery to flood-ravaged parts
of northern Afghanistan. But Af-
ghan troops, not coalition soldiers,
were used to transport the water
directly to victims in remote
areas, Robinson told the Post.




Sunday, May 4, 2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Pace 3

MILITARY

PauL Morse, Georce W. BusH PRESIDENTIAL CENTER/AP

Former President George W. Bush leads the second day of a three-day, 100-kilometer mountain bike
ride with 16 wounded veterans Friday.

Bush leads ride for wounded vets

By JAMIE STENGLE
The Associated Press

CRAWFORD, Texas — For-
mer President George W. Bush
pedaled off Friday on the second
of a three-day mountain bike ride
with 16 “extraordinary” wound-
ed veterans to honor their service
and celebrate their recoveries.

Bush, 67, planned to ride the
full 100 kilometers, or 62 miles, of
the fourth annual Warrior 100K,
accompanied all the way by the
current and retired military per-
sonnel who were wounded in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

“The thing that amazes me is
that rather than allowing life’s
difficult circumstances to over-
whelm them, they’ve turned the
circumstances into good by show-
ing courage and hard work and
sacrifice,” Bush told reporters
before heading off on a 30-mile
ride on his ranch in Crawford in
Central Texas and along nearby
country roads.

Friday’s route  zigzagged
through the property’s wildflow-
er-strewn prairie and along a trail
on a ridge overlooking a creek.

“I'm surrounded by extraor-
dinary people, people who have

volunteered to serve our nation
and in so doing became injured,”
he said.

Army Master Sgt. Chris De-
mars, who was wounded in two
separate attacks in Afghanistan
in the space of just 10 days in
2011, was among the riders. The
attacks — a roadside bomb and a
motorcycle suicide bomber — left
him with traumatic brain inju-
ries, two broken legs and multiple
shrapnel wounds. He also suf-
fered a back injury and both his
eardrums were blown out.

Demars, 45, has since fought to
overcome post-traumatic stress
disorder along with his many
physical ailments, and says he ad-
mires Bush’s efforts to reduce the
stigma of the condition. Bush as-
serted earlier this year that “dis-
order” should be removed from

the condition’s name, underlining
that it is entirely treatable.

After being flown back to the
U.S. for treatment, Demars, of
Gill, Mass., was recovering in a
hospital when he saw news cover-
age of Bush’s first Warrior 100K.
He told his parents he would take
part the next year. It took him
three years to recover sufficiently
tojoin theride, which he described
as an “awesome” experience.

He said bicycling provides the
kind of excitement that he misses
from overseas assignments.

“You get out there and you hit
a good descent with some tricky
spots and you almost crash a cou-
ple of times — it’s good. It keeps
that adrenaline rush going,” said
Demars, who noted that such ex-
ercise is also a good way to com-
bat times he’s feeling agitated.

‘You get out there and you hit a good
descent with some tricky spots and you
almost crash ... it's good.”

Master Sgt. Chris Demars
Army veteran

Pressure grows
in Phoenix VA
hospital scandal

By Cinpy CarcaMo
Los Angeles Times

TUCSON, Ariz. — U.S. Veter-
ans Affairs officials were under
mounting pressure Friday to find
an interim head for the troubled
VA medical center in Phoenix, a
day after three hospital execu-
tives were placed on administra-
tive leave amid a wide-reaching
scandal brought on by whistle-
blowers accusing the hospital of
keeping a secret waiting list to
hide delays in treatment.

At least 40 veterans died while
waiting for service, according to
hospital employees and several
members of Congress who have
looked into the allegations.

Veterans Affairs Secretary
Eric K. Shinseki announced
Thursday he had placed Phoenix
VA Director Sharon Helman, As-
sociate Director Lance Robinson
and a third unidentified employ-
ee on administrative leave “until
further notice.”

“We believe it is important to
allow an independent, objective
review to proceed,” Shinseki said
in a prepared statement. “These
allegations, if true, are absolutely

and if the i
general’s investigation substanti-
ates these claims, swift and ap-
propriate action will be taken.”

The move came after Arizona
Republican congressmen Trent
Franks, Matt Salmon and David
Schweikert wrote a letter to Shin-
seki calling for the resignation of
Helman and other top leadership
at the Phoenix facility.

“As you are aware, recent re-
ports indicate that thousands of
veterans were forced to wait on
a secret list, some for over 200
days, before receiving proper
care,” the letter said. “As a di-
rect result of such practices, the
deaths of over 40 veterans have
come to light. These reports are
extremely disturbing, and are a

great disservice to our veterans.”

Helman on Friday said she re-
spected Shineski's decision and
was “fully supportive of any deci-
sion that ensures we have a thor-
ough review by the Office of the
Inspector General.”

The announcement about the
leadership at the medical center
came on the same day that a sec-
ond VA doctor stepped forward
with accusations of misconduct.

Dr. Katherine Mitchell told The
Arizona Republic she could no
longer keep quiet after she found
out that VA hospital officials were
shredding documents in the wake
of a VA inspector general investi-
gation into the allegations.

Mitchell said she got a call from
a fellow employee at the VA hospi-
tal Sunday night, telling her that
documents were being destroyed
that evening. This was after the
U.S. House Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs ordered the agency
to protect documents associated
with the allegations.

Mitchell told the newspaper
that she went to the medical cen-
ter and joined her co-worker in
preserving documents — includ-
ing paperwork that they said
showed falsified wait times for
medical care.

The allegations of misconduct
surfaced after CNN aired an in-
terview with Dr. Sam Foote, who
retired after more than 20 years
with the VA system in Phoenix.

He told the news outlet that the
Phoenix VA keeps two lists for
patients with appointments, one
of them a fake list that he said is
passed off as official for Washing-
ton officials. The list with the real
wait times, he said, is kept secret.

The second list shows long wait
times that could last more than a
year, Foote told CNN. Up to 1,600
veterans are on that list and at
least 40 have languished and
died, he said.

Congressman intervenes on behalf of Marine jailed in Mexico

By JuLie WaTsoN
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — A California
congressman sent a letter Friday
to Secretary of State John Kerry
asking him to secure the release
of a U.S. Marine veteran jailed in
Tijuana after he drove into Mexi-
co with three legally owned guns
in his truck last month.

Republican  Rep.  Duncan
Hunter said in the letter that Af-
ghanistan War veteran Andrew
Tahmooressi had just moved to
San Diego from Florida and had
all his belongings in his truck,
including his pistol, shotgun and

rifle, when he missed the last
U.S. exit on April 1, forcing him
to cross the border.

Road closures because of
checkpoints and construction
added to the confusion, and there
was no opportunity for drivers to
turn around, Hunter added.

The 25-year-old was arrested
by Mexican federal authorities
on weapons charges and is being
held at the La Mesa Penitentiary
in Tijuana.

“Andrew is neither a criminal
nor a weapons trafficker, and his
incarceration is an extraordi-
narily unfortunate occurrence,”
wrote Hunter, a Marine veteran

of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.
“I am confident this situation can
be resolved quickly through the
continued attention and support
of the U.S. State Department, but
I remain concerned for Andrew’s
safety and well-being as a pris-
oner in Mexico.”

State Department officials said
they were aware of an arrest of a
U.S. citizen in Mexico, but they do
not comment on arrests of private
individuals without the person’s
permission.

Hunter wrote that Tahmooressi
was recently treated at the prison
infirmary for a knife wound to his
neck, Hunter said.

His mother, Jill Tahmooressi,
said her son took one wrong turn
in the dark and found himself in
Mexico. She visited him April 14,
and he told her he initially was
threatened by other detainees,
though he did not explain the neck
wound. He told her he had been
placed in solitary confinement
briefly. He called her Sunday and
told her has been chained to a cot.

Jill Tahmooressi said her son
moved to San Diego to get treat-
ment for his recently diagnosed
post-traumatic stress disorder,
after returning from his second
tour to Afghanistan in 2012. He
finished active duty in 2012 and

is now in the Marine Reserve.

“He’s not had suicidal inclina-
tions. But you never know after
having his life in danger, and
(having to) go through this or-
deal,” said his mother, a nurse.
“Andrew’s hopeless, and I've be-
come hopeless.”

There have been similar cases
in the past. In 2008, an active-
duty Army soldier was jailed in
Ciudad Juarez for driving into
Mexico with guns, knives and
ammunition. Former Army Spc.
Richard R. Medina Torres also
said he missed the last U.S. exit.
He spent a little over a month in
jail before being released.
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Gl overcomes loss of leg to return to war zone

Armed with grit,
determination
amputee proves
he’s fit to fight

By Tim Craic
The Washington Post

CAMP SPANN, Afghanistan
— When U.S. Army Lt. Joshua
Pitcher woke up in a military
hospital in Kandahar province,
he immediately looked toward his
feet.

The last thing he remembered
was a doctor promising he would
try to save the soldier’s left leg,
which had been shredded by a
roadside bomb. Now Pitcher stole
alook downward at the sheet cov-
ering his lower body. There was
one mound instead of two. He
swore.

“And then I just spiraled down
into complete depression,” Pitch-
er recalled.

Two years later, the 25-year-old

—

Lorenzo TueNoLi/The Washington Post

A member of the Afghan police stares at Joshua Pitcher’s prosthesis. Pitcher is leading a unit that
provide_s security to a convoy to a remote Afghan National Police outpost in Samangan province,

is serving in A again,
but this time with a prosthetic leg
— going on missions with an M-
4 assault rifle and S0 pounds of
body armor and gear strapped to
his body.

A total of 1,564 soldiers or Ma-
rines have lost at least one leg,
arm or hand in Iraq or Afghani-
stan, according to the Pentagon.
Pitcher is one of a tiny minority
— just 57 — who have returned to
war zones.

In the past, the idea of an ampu-
tee returning to combat was vir-
tually unthinkable, even though
the occasional soldier remained
on active duty after losing part
of an arm or a leg. Now, thanks
to advances in medical care and
sturdier prosthetics, more ser-
vicemembers can at least try.

But Pitcher’s story shows how
daunting the road back can be.

He had to overcome severe
mood swings, the skepticism of
doctors and military command-
ers, and a drug dependency so
severe he was popping 40 pills a

ay.

He had to learn not only how
to walk again but also how to run
and do dozens of sit-ups and push-
ups. And he had to prove he could
jump out of planes.

Because, while most amputees
who remain in the military take
desk jobs or support positions,
Pitcher had other ideas.

He wanted to return as a
paratrooper.

‘No, | am going’

From the age of 4, Pitcher was
determined to be a soldier. The
son of an Army combat flight
medic, he was raised on military
bases in Germany, Texas, Geor-
gia, Alabama and Kentucky.

He joined the 82nd Airborne
Division after he graduated from
Eastern Kentucky University.
In April 2012, just two months
after arriving in Afghanistan,
Pitcher was on a mission when he

stepped off the road to urinate. As
soon as he zipped up his pants, he
heard what sounded like a small
firecracker.

“Ilooked down at my foot, and I
was like, ‘Uh-oh,”” he recalled.

Initially, Pitcher was defiant.
When he arrived at the U.S. mili-
tary hospital in Landstuhl, Ger-
many, two days after the initial
operation, he opened up Face-
book on his iPad. “I will return,”
he wrote.

Soon after, when he had moved
to Walter Reed National Mili-
tary Medical Center, he insisted
to staff that he was well enough
to attend when his fiancee, Mi-
chelle, graduated from Eastern
Kentucky University.

“They said, ‘Josh, it’s too early.
You can’t go,”” recalled Pitcher’s
father, Randy.

“No, I am going,” Pitcher re-
sponded, according to his father’s
account. “Take the damn IVs out
of my arm, and I will prove to you
Icango.”

When he returned to Walter
Reed, though, he endured one in-
fection after the other.

One day in June 2012, he was
scheduled to receive his pros-
thetic leg. Pitcher had gotten up
early and was lifting weights,
when two doctors rushed in and
told him he needed an operation
because of yet another infection
in his stump.

“That meant I had to wait an-
other month, and that took de-
pression to a whole new level,”
Pitcher said. “You are so tired of
being in a wheelchair, so tired of
being on crutches.”

Pitcher began lashing out in
“extreme anger,” recalled Mi-
chelle, now his wife. He also start-
ed drinking heavily, persuading
friends and fellow soldiers to
sneak him out of Walter Reed for
trips to bars in Maryland.

Soon, Pitcher said, he was gulp-
ing up to 40 Oxycontin pills a day,

despite the drug’s reputation
for being extremely addictive.
He was “zombie-like,” Michelle
Pitcher said.

New reality in action

Yet over that summer, Pitcher
started to come to terms with
what he called his “new reality.”

Pitcher’s younger brother was
also in the Army in Afghanistan
at the time, and the siblings had
been competitive since childhood.
‘When Pitcher thought about leav-
ing the military, he would become
nauseated.

“It was clear he didn’t want to
go out this way,” his father said.

When he got his prosthetic leg
in July 2012, Pitcher said it took
him only a week to learn how to
walk with it.

Though he was still on medi-
cation, Pitcher began hitting the
gym three times a day.

That fall, Pitcher took part in
the Army Ten-Miler, an annual
race that ends at the Pentagon.
He was not able to sprint. But
he loaded about S0 pounds of
weights into his Army backpack
and briskly walked and jogged.

In January 2013, Pitcher com-
pleted the Army Physical Fitness
Test, doing 80 push-ups and 80 sit-
ups, and finishing a two-mile run
in 14 minutes and 23 seconds. His
fitness score put him in the top 10
percent of active-duty soldiers.

Still, Pitcher had to battle
skeptics.

In February 2013, he attended
a skiing outing in Colorado with
the Wounded Warriors program.
His snowboarding skills were so
impressive that some case man-
agers suggested he try out for the
U.S. Paralympics Team instead
of returning to active duty.

“Iwas like, ‘No, I am staying in
the Army,”” Pitcher said.

Benjamin “Kyle” Potter, the
chief orthopedic surgeon for the

amputee care program at Walter
Reed, said Pitcher was helped
by the fact his amputation took
place below his knee. But the doc-
tor said amputees need to “feel it
in their heart” to swiftly become
physically active.

Pitcher, he said, “really wanted

Amputees are allowed to return
to active duty if they can prove
they can still do the job and won’t
be a danger to themselves or oth-
ers. In 2005, David Rozelle, then
an Army captain, became the
first military amputee to go back
to combat when he redeployed to
Iraq.

Three years later, then-Sgt.
John “Mike’ Fairfax, a member
of the Army Special Forces who
lost his leg in Afghanistan, set
another milestone, as the first
amputee to complete the jump
master course, in which soldiers
train to parachute from aircraft.

First leap of faith

Last June 16, Pitcher took a
deep breath, stepped off a C-17
plane over Fort Bragg, N.C., and
plunged 800 feet. He didn’t know
whether his prosthetic leg would
hold up. As he fell, he focused on
one of the first lessons taught to
want-to-be paratroopers.

“Keep your feet and knees to-
gether,” he told himself.

Hear Pitcher describe how he
fought his way back in a video at k
stripes.com/go/woundedreturns

“He landed pitch perfect,” said
his father, who was watching
from the landing zone. “At that
point, he walked over and said,
‘OK, I can do this.””

But Pitcher was still taking
Oxycontin. Army substance
abuse counselors had warned
he’d have to give up the painkill-
ers if he wanted to regain com-
mand of a combat platoon.

In August, he got orders to de-
ploy to Afghanistan for about a
year. A few days later, with his
wife at his side, he flushed the re-
maining pills down the toilet.

“He wanted to be strong for his
guys,” his wife said.

Useless not an option

Since last November, Pitcher
has led a platoon of 21 para-
troopers at Camp Spann on the
outskirts of Mazar-e-Sharif in
northern Afghanistan.

He uses a prosthetic that in-
cludes a curved blade at the bot-
tom, which allows him to dig into
the mud and snow for balance.

When Pitcher runs, his left
kneecap smashes onto a titanjum
prosthetic leg. The 6-foot-1 para-
trooper must sit for hours with
his legs cramped underneath the
dashboard of armored vehicles.
He still gets a “phantom” sensa-
tion that his missing foot is intact
and has fallen asleep.

“You just have to accept it’s
going to hurt and deal with it your
own way,” Pitcher said.

Before a recent mission in
Samangan province, Pitcher
playfully picked up a knife and
positioned it at the end of his pros-
thetic as if were a bayonet.

“If we get attacked, I will just
kick,” Pitcher said as he raised
his leg.

The mission involved escort-
ing a military audit team to an
isolated Afghan police outpost.
After Pitcher arrived, several po-
lice officers walked up, smiling,
and asked if they could be pho-
tographed with him. They had
never seen a man who had lost his
foot and returned to war.

“Our government is not taking
care of us like that,” said one offi-
cer, Faizel Ahmad, 32. “If we lost
our leg, then we are useless.”

Pitcher said being useless isn’t
an option for him.

That’s why, when going out on
missions, he always steps out with
his left foot. If he hits another
bomb, he hopes, he will only have
to replace his shoe.
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‘1 will never leave a fallen comrade’

Details emerge of U.S. troops’ heroic efforts to save one another during deadly Afghan attack

By Apam AsHTON
The (Tacoma, Wash.) News Tribune

TACOMA, Wash. — In her last moments
of life, Army nurse Capt. Jennifer Moreno
heard two orders.

One was a call to help a wounded soldier
struck by a blast in a booby-trapped kill-
ing field at an Afghanistan bomb-making
compound.

The other was a command to stay put lest
she strike another mine in the bomb belt.

The nurse from Madigan Army Medi-
cal Center at Joint Base Lewis-McChord in
Fort Lewis, Wash., chose to help the wound-
ed soldier — and gave her life trying.

In the words of her commander, Moreno
ran “into hell” to rescue a comrade on the
night she was killed. Newly released narra-
tives of the Oct. S battle reveal the kind of
hell Moreno and dozens of Army special op-
erators found while trying to disrupt a plot
to kill civilians in the city of Kandahar.

A total of 12 bombs exploded that night
— a chain reaction that took the lives of
four U.S. soldiers and wounded at least 25.

The fifth bomb killed Moreno, 25, of San
Diego, who volunteered for a dangerous
assignment supporting special operators
in combat. The 11th bomb wounded three
soldiers trying to recover her body.

Moreno is Madigan’s only fatal casualty
from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
even though the hospital south of Tacoma
has continuously deployed soldiers to med-
ical facilities in combat zones.

Moreno “sacrificed her life so others
could live,” her Bronze Star commenda-
tion reads.

The News Tribune previously reported
Moreno’s death and covered her memorial
service at Lewis-McChord. But her award
commendation, which the newspaper ob-
tained recently, sheds more light on that
chaotic day, and on the heroic steps that
were taken to honor the Soldiers Creed: “I
will never leave a fallen comrade.”

Breaking up a plot

Moreno is one of only 11 women from
Lewis-McChord to die in the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, and one of only two
women from the local base who were com-
missioned officers when they were killed.

Moreno died with Sgt. Patrick Hawkins
and Spc. Cody Patterson, of the Georgia-
based 3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regi-
ment, and special agent Joseph M. Peters,
of a military police unit based in Italy.

The Army says their sacrifices stymied
an attack “that would have resulted in the
deaths of unknown multitudes of innocent
civilians.” At least two insurgents died in
the compound; two of them were wearing
suicide vests.

The narratives were written to support
military honors several soldiers received
for their actions in the fight. Moreno post-
humously received a Bronze Star. So did
Hawkins and Patterson.

Spc. Samuel Crockett, who survived that
bloody day, received a Silver Star for risking

CoURTESY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE/AP

U.S. Army Capt. Jennifer M. Moreno is one of only 11 women from Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Wash., to die in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

his life over a two-hour rescue. He played a
key role in recovering Moreno’s body after
the 11th blast and in providing life-saving
medical aid to a wounded soldier. He also
set off the 12th and final bomb, but it had a
low detonation that did not injure him.

The battle began as the soldiers ap-
proached the compound in Kandahar’s
Zhari district and called out for its occu-
pants to surrender.

None of the insurgents inside would be
taken alive.

Woman in a suicide vest

The first to die was an Afghan woman
walking out of the compound wearing a sui-
cide vest.

She detonated the explosive, killing her-
self, wounding six troops and setting off a
second blast nearby. Two soldiers rushing

to help troops wounded in the first blast hit
the third bomb. A second enemy fighter
died in those early blasts, too.

An Afghan insurgent who ran away from
the building detonated the fourth explosive,
another suicide vest. The bomb killed him
and a military working dog named Jani.

Moreno heard a call from a staff sergeant
to help a wounded soldier. At the same time,
the battle’s ground commander told all of
the soldiers to stay where they were.

Her Bronze Star commendation uses dry,
formal military language to describe the
decision she faced.

“Disregarding her own well-being,” it
reads, “Moreno unhesitatingly moved to as-
sist [the soldiers] upon realizing the sever-
ity of the wounds sustained by her fellow
teammates.”

“While in transit, Moreno detonated De-
vice No. 5 and was killed in action.”

Few could make the same choice.

“None of us would have done what you
did, running into hell to save your wounded
brothers, knowing full well you probably
wouldn’t make it back,” the commander of
Moreno’s female Special Operations sup-
port team in Afghanistan, Capt. Amanda
King, later wrote in a eulogy.

‘Follow me’

The battle did not end with Moreno’s
sacrifice. “Follow me,” Hawkins told Pat-
terson as they made their move to reach the
wounded.

Patterson stepped on a mine, the sixth
detonation. He stumbled and hit the sev-
enth, delivering fatal wounds to both him
and Hawkins. Peters, the military police of-
ficer, set off explosion Nos. 8 and No. 9 after
working to clear a helicopter landing zone
for medical evacuations.

Crockett arrived with a 20-soldier force
dispatched to clear the area of mines and
rescue the wounded. He was trained for the
job as a soldier in a North Carolina-based
explosives command.

He cleared space for medics to work on
casualties and made his way to isolated
Rangers, escorting them through the mine
belt to safety. He managed to retrieve
Hawkins, the fallen military dog and vari-
ous pieces of sensitive military equipment
without detonating more bombs.

“His focus on retrieving teammates from
stranded positions ultimately preserved
their lives,” his Silver Star commendation
reads.

11th explosive

Moreno’s body remained on the field.

Three soldiers from Crockett’s unit tried
to retrieve her but struck the 11th explosive.
Crockett ran to them, halting at the edge of
his cleared path. He saw his platoon ser-
geant injured but standing. Crockett guided
him back to safe ground.

With no clear path to his two newly
wounded teammates, Crockett got down to
the ground and swept the earth for mines
with his own hands.

He reached a private first class who lost
his right leg to the bomb. Crockett applied
a tourniquet and “single-handedly dragged
him to an area where medics could safely
render treatment.”

There was one more injured teammate
left to recover from the 11th explosion.
Crockett set off the final blast as he stepped
to the wounded sergeant.

It didn’t kill him, so he continued with
the rescue. He chose a different path,
again swept the ground with his hands and
brought his teammate back to safety.

Still, Moreno’s body remained where she
fell. Crockett got as close as he could to the
fallen nurse, attached a drag line to her and
pulled her to the safe area.

With Moreno recovered, the operators
made the call to leave the compound.

Finally, they got out of hell. They did not
leave one of their own behind.
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Torturer: Afghan man in US was in ‘a cruel position, so he did cruel things’

FROM FRONT PAGE

CIA officials said the agency
played no role in bringing Gulalai
into the country. Officials at the
State Department and the De-
partment of Homeland Security
would not comment on his reloca-
tion or immigration status, citing
privacy restrictions. Gula1a1 and
members of his family declined
repeated inquiries from The
‘Washington Post.

As the United States approach-
es its own exit from A

bers, including his wife and
children, who range in age from
toddlerhood into their 20s. “They
generally keep to themselves,” a
neighbor said. “They don’t speak
except to say hello.”

In Southern California, Gu-
lalai is surrounded by a network
of Afghans, some of whom have
known him since childhood. “We
see each other every weekend, we
play cards together,” said Bashir
Wasifi, who attended school with
Gulalai in Kandahar in the 1960s

Gulalai’s case touches on critical
questions looming over that dis-
engagement. What will happen to
thousands of Afghans seeking to
accompany the American exodus?
And how will U.S.-built institu-
tions in that country — particu-
larly its intelligence service, the
National Directorate of Security
(NDS) — treat those left behind?

Despite a substantial record of
human rights abuses, Gulalai was
able to bypass immigration barri-
ers faced by Afghans whose work
for the United States made them
potential targets of the Taliban.
Many have been turned away
because of security objections
submitted in secret by U.S. spy
agencies.

Since its inception, the NDS has
depended on the CIA to such an
extent that it is almost a subsidiary
— funded, trained and equipped
by its American counterpart. The
two agencies have shared intelli-
gence, collaborated on operations
and traded custody of prisoners.

Gulalai was considered a par-
ticularly effective but corrosive
figure in this partnership. He was
a fierce adversary of the Taliban,
officials said, as well as a symbol
of the tactics embraced by the
NDS.

“He was the torturer in chief,”
said a senior Western diplomat,
‘who recalled meeting with a pris-
oner at an NDS facility in Kabul
to investigate how he had been
treated when Gulalai entered un-
announced. The detainee became
agitated and bowed his head in
submission. “He was terrified,
which made sense,” the diplomat
said. Gulalai was “a big wheel in
a machine that ground up a lot of
people.”

U.S. officials said the CIA has
taken measures to curb NDS
abuses, including training its offi-
cers on human rights and pushing
the organization to allow access
to the International Committee of
the Red Cross and other monitor-
ing groups. But even after Gula-
lai’s departure, U.N. reports have
documented widespread mistreat-
ment of prisoners by the NDS.

Retired Marine Gen. John
Allen, who was commander of co-
alition forces in Afghanistan until
last year, warned that “human
rights is going to be a weakness
for some period of time.” Allen,
who suspended prisoner trans-
fers to the NDS after reports of
abuse, said the organization has
made progress but described its
reliance on torture as an institu-
tional “reflex.”

Now in his early 60s, Gulalai
livesinarented houseina Los An-
geles suburb where the dry heat
and the backdrop of brown hills
are reminiscent of Kandahar.

Gulalai, whose real name is
Kamal Achakzai, shares the
house with a mix of family mem-

before moving to the United
States in 1979.

Wasifi said Gulalai showed
up unexpectedly with a dozen
or more relatives several years
ago, after the Taliban had killed
two of his brothers and a son.
The circumstances convinced
local Afghans that Gulalai had
received special U.S. help. “He
was brought here by your govern-
ment,” Wasifi said.

Gulalai has struggled to adapt.
He doesn’t have a job and has
learned little English. It is un-
clear how the family is support-
ing itself, although friends and
relatives said that Gulalai’s sons
are employed and that the family
owns property in Afghanistan.

The stature that came with
his high-ranking position and
powerful clan connections in Af-
ghanistan are gone. But Wasifi
said that Gulalai also left behind
the violence associated with that
life, and is attempting to make the
best of his new circumstances.

“His position was a cruel posi-
tion, so he did cruel things, but he
is not like that,” Wasifi said. “He
worked with your government for
10 years. He hunted al-Qaida for
10 years. What [more] would you
want?”

Afterthe Sept. 11,2001, attacks,
Gulalai was among a core group
of Pashtuns recruited by the CIA
to help the agency and U.S. Spe-
cial Operations teams seize Kan-
dahar, the city that had been the
Taliban’s traditional stronghold.
Gulalai had grown up there sur-
rounded by prominent fighters in
the CIA-backed effort to oust the
Soviets from Afghanistan, many
of whom went on to become mem-
bers of the Taliban or senior offi-
cials in Karzai’s government.

Gul Agha Sherzai, a childhood
classmate, called Gulalai “the
roughest kid in school.” Sherzai,
who was a candidate for president
of Afghanistan this year, led the
effort to recapture Kandahar in
2001. When he was named gov-
ernor of the province a year later,
he turned to his friend, Gulalai,
to run security and intelligence
operations.

At the time, the CIA was try-
ing to cobble together a national
intelligence service that could
protect the Afghan government
from internal threats as well as
track down al-Qaida operatives.
The agency sought to fuse infor-
mant networks established by the
Northern Alliance — which had
worked with the CIA for years
before the Sept. 11 attacks — with
the remnants of a Soviet-era ser-
vice known as the KHAD.

“It was chaos; you had to start
from scratch,” said a former se-
nior U.S. intelligence official in-
volved in the effort. The agency
equipped the NDS with a fleet of
vehicles brought in through Paki-

Hamid

Haji Gulalai, in
Karzai, center, in 2002.

stan, delivered office supplies to
a Kabul building that the Taliban
had trashed and provided a stream
of cash to cover payroll. “Money
would come in on aircraft, we'd
put it through a counting machine
and distribute it in duffel bags,”
said the former U.S. official, who
spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity to discuss the CIA’s role.

The agency brought in retired
operatives to teach courses in
basic espionage and to combine
the disparate NDS elements into
a coherent structure. The CIA
secretly turned some of its better
students into informants on the
agency payroll, former officials
said.

The training sessions also
covered laws against torture. “It
was obligatory, mandatory,” the
former U.S. intelligence official
said. “Whenever [NDS] captured
anybody, we’d say, ‘You have to
respect their human rights.””

That message came amid other
conflicting signals.

Even while holding classes on
the humane treatment of detain-
ees, the CIA was setting up secret
prisons where al-Qaida suspects
were subjected to brutal mea-
sures, including waterboarding.
At one of the agency’s detention
sites in Afghanistan known as the
Salt Pit, a prisoner froze to death
in 2002 after being doused with
water and left alone overnight.

The NDS became an exten-
sion of the CIA with considerably
greater size and reach. It grew to
more than 20,000 employees and
established a network of dozens of
prisons in facilities that in some
cases had served the same pur-
pose under Taliban, Soviet and
even 19th century British rule.

Inawar that came to be defined
by an escalating cycle of raids and
arrests, the NDS became a criti-
cal repository, taking custody of
thousands of prisoners captured
by the CIA, the U.S. military and
coalition forces.

The NDS branch in Kandahar
was a major destination for these
deliveries, with a large prison
near Kandahar airport, as well as
off-the-books interrogation cells
hidden among walled compounds
in residential neighborhoods, for-
mer detainees and Western offi-
cials said.

Sardar Mohammad, a Kan-
dahar resident, said he was held
for months in an NDS cell after
a team of U.S. Special Operations
forces burst into his home in 2002.
Gulalai took part in the raid, Mo-

Afghan F

hammad said, and participated in
interrogation sessions that includ-
ed one of his brothers and a son.

“Every night, they beat me,”
Mohammad said. He was released
after his family paid 3,000 Paki-
stani rupees, he said, but was ar-
rested again later and was taken to
a CIA compound known as Camp
Gecko before being returned to
NDS. There, Mohammad said,
his interrogators called him “a
personal detainee of Gulalai.”

A senior Afghan official who
worked with NDS said Gulalai
used his position to settle tribal
scores and to enrich his clan.
Weapons seized by the NDS were
sent to an arms depot in Gulalai’s
hometown of Gulistan, the offi-
cial said. Prisoners’ families were
routinely forced to pay ransoms
for their release.

“He tortured and took money
from them,” the official said.

Critics said that Gulalai’s tac-
tics also drove neutral Afghans
into the enemy’s ranks.

Among them was Was Abdul
Wasay, who later became the
Taliban’s “shadow governor” in
Kandahar, an unofficial position
common across areas of Afghani-
stan where the Taliban still exerts
influence and seeks to challenge
the Kabul government’s authority.
The senior Afghan security offi-
cial described an early encounter
at an NDS prison with Wasay,
who accused Gulalai of strapping
his father upside down to a door
and leaving him in public view.

“I saw my father like this and I
decided I must fight the govern-
ment,” Wasay said, according to
the Afghan security official, who
would discuss security matters
only on the condition of anonym-
ity. Wasay continued that fight for
a decade until Afghan military
forces killed him last month, U.S.
and Afghan officials said.

Defenders of Gulalai said that
his daunting and dangerous job
— to secure a province that had
served for years as the base of
operations for the Taliban and
al-Qaida — required him to be
ruthless. Kandahar was a focal
point of the war. Senior officials
there were frequent targets of as-
sassination attempts, including
one of Karzai’s brothers, who was
killed.

Sherzai, the former Kandahar
governor, disputed the allega-
tions about his intelligence chief,
saying: “He was a very brave and
strong man. I deny that he tor-
tured anyone. He was under my

command and I would not have
allowed him to do that.”

By 2005, Gulalai had survived
multiple attempts on his life as
well as mounting pressure on the
government to remove him from
his job. A bombing at his family’s
residence killed one of his broth-
ers but missed its intended target,
said Afghan officials and Gulalai
associates.

Twice, U.N. officials persuaded
then-NDS Chief Amrullah Saleh
toissue orders firing Gulalai. Both
times, the orders were undone by
ethnic politics, U.N. officials said,
as Karzai countermanded the
Tajik NDS chief to protect his fel-
low Pashtun tribesman.

Instead of being dismissed,
Gulalai was promoted to NDS
headquarters in Kabul and was
put in charge of the agency’s in-
vestigations directorate, known
at the time as Department 17. The
position gave him authority over
the main NDS prison in Kabul, to
which detainees from across the
country were sent for long-term
custody.

Allegations of abuse surged.

A secret memo circulated
among senior U.N. officials and
Western diplomats in late 2007
described NDS torture as “sys-
temic” and identified Gulalai as
singularly responsible.

Gulalaiwas“personallyinvolved
in conducting beatings amounting
to torture, in detaining suspects
illegally and arbitrarily and in
deliberately and systematically
evading detention monitoring,”
the memo said. It cited unverified
allegations of “disappearances”
as well as testimony of “an extra-
judicial killing and cover-up [that]
seems very credible.”

Gulalai’s methods “included
beating with a stick to the point
of drawing blood, sleep depriva-
tion for as long as thirteen days,
protracted periods fastened with
handcuffs and chains and suspen-
sion from the ceiling,” the memo
stated.

The harshest treatment was
reserved for Gulalai’s “personal
prisoners,” those suspected of
being involved in attacks against
his family or clan. “They were
held in underground cells, includ-
ing in the cellars of the Investi-
gation Directorate main offices,”
the memo said.

Overall, Gulalai operated in a
“culture of impunity” enabled by
his close ties to high-ranking Af-
ghan officials and status as “a key
partner for international agencies
working on counter terrorism and
insurgency” — an apparent refer-
ence to the CIA and U.S. Special
Operations forces.

Ultimately, the growing danger
to Gulalai and his family prompt-
ed him to plan the exit that diplo-
mats and rights groups had been
unable to engineer.

Gulalai’s son, Ragib Achakzai,
said in a brief telephone inter-
view in March that the family
was forced to flee.

“They killed my cousins, four
or five uncles, that’s why we came
out here,” said Achakzai, who in-
dicated that he works as a contrac-
tor for the U.S. military in North
Carolina. He declined to discuss
details of the family’s departure
from Afghanistan, however, say-
ing, “These are questions I'm not
about to answer.”
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FBI: Number of
foreign fighters
In Syria growing

By Eric TUCKER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The flow
of foreign fighters into Syria has
grown in just the last few months,
with dozens of Americans joining
the country’s conflict along with
thousands of Europeans, FBI Di-
rector James Comey said Friday.

U.S. law enforcement and intel-
ligence officials have expressed
concern about the influence of
hard-line jihadists — many of
them linked to al-Qaida — among
the rebels seeking to overthrow
President Bashar Assad.

Officials say fighters from the
U.S. or Europe looking to join the
cause could become radicalized
and import those influences and
terrorist skills when they return
home.

Speaking to reporters at FBI
headquarters, Comey said the
number of Americans who have
either traveled to Syria or sought
to do so was continuing to grow.
He would not give a specific fig-
ure, but he said the number had
grown by a few dozen since the
start of the year.

He said in a similar interview
several months ago that dozens of
Americans were trying to make
their way to Syria.

The FBI also believes that there
are Americans in Syria actively
trying to bring other Americans

‘We are determined
not to let lines be
drawn from Syria
today to a future
9/11.7

James Comey
FBI director

over to the country, Comey said.

Comey compared the situation
in Syria to that of Afghanistan sev-
eral decades ago, when thousands
of Muslims worldwide who trav-
eled to the country during the 10-
year Soviet occupation returned
home with the fervor of jihad and,
in some cases, sought to over-
throw their own governments.

“All of us with a memory of the
’80s and ’90s saw the line drawn
from Afghanistan in the "80s and
’90s to Sept. 11,” he said. “We see
Syria as that, but an order of mag-
nitude worse” because more for-
eign fighters are going there and
the country is easier to travel to
and back from.

He said it was inevitable that
there would be a similar dias-
pora out of Syria and added: “We
are determined not to let lines be
drawn from Syria today to a fu-
ture 9/11.”

GLeN Stusse, (MINNEAPOLIS) STAR TRIBUNE/AP

Students, parents and community members stand in the back of the room to listen as Waseca, Minn.,

police Capt. Kris Markeson and Waseca school Si

uperintendent Tom Lee speak at a Friday news

conference about the 17-year-old arrested in a plot to kill his family and massacre students.

Minn. school bomb plot foiled; teen charged

By PauL LEvy, NicoLE
NORFLEET AND PAT PHEIFER
(Minneapolis) Star Tribune

WASECA, Minn. — The Wase-
ca County attorney’s office filed
a motion Friday asking that a 17-
year-old Waseca Junior/Senior
High School student who planned
to set off bombs and go on a shoot-
ing spree at his school be charged
as an adult.

According to charges filed
Thursday, John David LaDue
told police he planned to kill his
mother, father and sister and then
create a diversion to keep first
responders busy while he went to
the school to wreak havoc.

After his arrest Tuesday, the
high school junior said he intend-
ed to kill “as many students as he
could” before being killed by the
SWAT team, according to charg-
ing documents filed in Waseca

County District Court.

LaDue, who police say out-
lined his plot in chilling detail
and backed it up with a cache of
guns and homemade explosives,
is already charged as a juvenile
with four counts of attempted
murder, two counts of first-de-
gree damage to property and six
counts of possession of a bomb by
someone under 18. Adult charges
against LaDue are expected to
be addressed at his next court ap-
pearance on May 12, said Waseca
County prosecutor Brenda Miller.

At the Waseca school, which
was closed Friday due to a sched-
uled staff development day, the
mood was “various levels of som-
ber,” said Superintendent Thomas
Lee. While students stayed home
from school and police continued
investigating, faculty and admin-
istrators talked about addressing
students, parents and the commu-

nity in general.

Lee said some teachers openly
struggled, asking, “How could I
have missed this?” Others walked
around in stunned disbelief. Still
others were “beating themselves
up,” Lee said.

There also were sighs of relief.

“We were grateful that we
avoided something,” Lee said, re-
ferring to LaDue’s alleged plans.
“Now we're finalizing plans, ask-
ing, 'What are we going to do?
How are we going to talk to kids
and let everyone know that they’re
safe and that we’re here to listen to
them?” “

The school district held a com-
munity meeting at 5:30 p.m. Fri-
day and was offering tips on its
website for how to talk to students
about the news and watch for signs
of trauma. Lee said there will be
counselors available to students
Monday.

Maternal deaths related to childbirth rise in U.S.

Worldwide, the study estimated that
293,000 women died of pregnancy-
related causes in 2013, down from

By CaroL MORELLO
The Washington Post

Maternal deaths related to
childbirth in the United States
are nearly at the highest rate in
a quarter century, and a woman
giving birth in America is now
more likely to die than a woman
giving birth in China, according
to a new study.

The United States is one of just
eight countries to see a rise in
maternal mortality over the past
decade, said researchers for the
Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation at the University of
Washington in a study published
in The Lancet, a weekly medical
journal.

The others are Afghanistan,
Greece and several countries in
Africa and Central America.

The researchers estimated
that 18.5 mothers died for every
100,000 births in the U.S. in 2013,
a total of almost 800 deaths. That
is more than double the maternal
mortality rate in Saudi Arabia
and Canada, and more than triple

376,000 in 1990.

the rate in the United Kingdom.

The study was the latest to un-
derscore a steep rise in pregnan-
cy-related deaths in the U.S. since
at least 1987, when the mortality
rate was 7.2 per 100,000 births.
The U.S. experienced a sharp
spike in 2009 that the Centers for
Disease Control attributed to the
HI1NI1 influenza pandemic.

The rate has dipped slightly
since then, said Nicholas Kasse-
baum, the lead physician in the
University of Washington study,
but it remains stubbornly high.

Theincrease is in stark contrast
to most other countries that have
had notable decreases, includ-
ing many in east Asia and Latin
America, the report said. The

United States now ranks 60 for
maternal deaths on a list of 180
countries, down markedly from
its rank of 22 in 1990. China, by
contrast, is up to number 57.

The reasons for the rise in the
maternal deaths in the United
States are not entirely clear, but
several factors seem to be in play.
One reason is an improvement in
how maternal deaths are report-
ed, though Kassebaum said the
numbers are still likely under-
reported and mischaracterized
in the codings included on death
certificates.

Equally significant is an in-
crease in the number of preg-
nant women who have diseases
that contribute to a higher-risk

pregnancy, such as hypertension
and diabetes, said Kassebaum.
He said there also has been an
increase in mothers whose preg-
nancies are riskier because of
conditions like heart or neurolog-
ical diseases who might have died
in an earlier era but who now are
surviving into adulthood.

In the world as a whole, fully
half the maternal deaths happen
between 24 hours and a year after
childbirth. It’s a little higher in
the United States, at 55 percent.

Kassebaum said that is be-
cause of improved American
techniques for treating condi-
tions that cause maternal deaths
during childbirth itself, such as
obstructed labor and hemorrhag-
ing. The Centers for Disease Con-
trol lists cardiovascular disease
and infections as the conditions
with the highest maternity mor-
tality rates, and anesthesia com-
plications as the lowest.

Worldwide, the study estimated
that 293,000 women died of preg-
nancy-related causes in 2013,
down from 376,000 in 1990.

Man gets life for killing
therapist with cleaver

NEW YORK — Six years after
slashing a psychotherapist he’d
never met to death with a meat
cleaver, David Tarloff stood be-
fore a judge and pleaded for
mercy Friday, saying he was tor-
mented for decades by what felt
like a running battle in his head
between God and Satan.

“I didn’t want to do this, I swear
to God,” he said. “But I thought
all these bad things were going to
happen.”

Tarloff, 46, was sentenced to
life in prison for killing psycholo-
gist Kathryn Faughey and seri-
ously wounding her officemate,
Dr. Kent Shinbach, capping a
case fraught with questions about
his mental health.

Tarloff never disputed Kkilling
Faughey and wounding Shinbach.
Tarloff had intended to stick up
Shinbach — a psychiatrist he
hadn’t seen in 17 years — in hopes
of getting his ATM card and with-
drawing tens of thousands of dol-
lars. Tarloff then planned to grab
his sick mother out of a nursing
home and take her to Hawaii.

From The Associated Press
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Tough

mudders
tough on
tummies

By MiIcHELLE RINDELS
The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — It turns out the
toughest obstacle of a Tough Mud-
der-style race might not be dodg-
ing live electrical wires, hoisting
logs or leaping over a wall of
flames. It might be the nasty
stomach bug that can come from
swallowing the muddy water.

The federal Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention is-
sued a memo Friday warning that
animal feces in the mud along the
courses can give participants a
bad case of diarrhea.

The agency said nearly two
dozen people from the Nellis Air

Jonn HART, WisconsIN STATE JOURNAL/AP

Anthony Rohr crawls through a narrow passage of barbed wire mud during a 2011 Tough Mudder
course

Force Base ity in Nevada
reported coming down sick after
participating in a race in rural
Beatty in October 2012.

The investigation traced the
sickness to the bacteria campy-
lobacter coli. It concluded people
became ill after accidentally
swallowing contaminated water
on the course, which was on a
cattle ranch within sight of cows
and pigs.

The sickness generally sets in
three days after the race, and it

Wis. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued a

memo last week warning Ihat animal feces in the muddy water along mud courses can give participants

a bad case of diarrhea.

lasts a week.

Adventure races are increas-
ingly popular in the U.S., where
they drew about 1.5 million par-
ticipants in 2012, according to the
CDC memo.

In the 10- to 12-mile-long Tough
Mudder challenges, participants
slither on their bellies through
fields of mud, plunge into icy

water and try to cross lakes while
balancing on slippery tightropes.

The contests often draw ac-
tive-duty military personnel or
civilians in top shape. But the
CDC said those daredevils can
be brought to their knees by the
stomach bug, which lurks in the
animal droppings on the man-
made mud fields.

Health officials recommend
race organizers warn participants
about the gastrointestinal dan-
gers of the contest, and stress the
importance of hand-washing and
avoiding swallowing the water.

They also recommend race
organizers set up the courses in
areas where animals are less like-
1y to roam.

CDC confirms first case of MERS virus in US

By MIKE STOBBE
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Health officials confirmed
the first case of an American infected with a
mysterious virus that has sickened hundreds
in the Middle East.

The man fell ill after flying to the U.S. late
last month from Saudi Arabia where he was a
health care worker.

He is hospitalized in good condition in
northwest Indiana with Middle East respi-
ratory syndrome, or MERS, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and Indiana
health officials said Friday.

The virus is not highly contagious and this
case “represents a very low risk to the broad-
er, general public,” Dr. Anne Schuchat told
reporters during a CDC briefing.

The federal agency plans to track down
passengers he may have been in close contact

with during his travels; it was not clear how
many may have been exposed to the virus.

So far, it is not known how he was infected,
Schuchat said.

Saudi Arabia has been at the center of a
Middle East outbreak of MERS that began
two years ago. The virus has spread among
health care workers, most notably at four fa-
cilities in that country last spring.

Officials didn’t provide details about the
American’s job in Saudi Arabia or whether he
treated MERS patients.

Overall, at least 400 people have had the
respiratory illness, and more than 100 people
have died. All had ties to the Middle East re-
gion or to people who traveled there.

Experts said it was just a matter of time be-
fore MERS showed up in the U.S,, as it has in
Europe and Asia.

“Given the interconnectedness of our world,

there’s no such thing as ‘it stays over there and
it can’t come here,” said Dr. W. Ian Lipkin, a
Columbia University MERS expert.

MERS belongs to the coronavirus family
that includes the common cold and SARS, or
severe acute respiratory syndrome, which
caused some 800 deaths globally in 2003.

The MERS virus has been found in camels,
but officials don’t know how it is spreading to
humans.

It can spread from person to person, but of-
ficials believe that happens only after close
contact. Not all those exposed to the virus be-
come ill.

But it appears to be unusually lethal — by
some estimates, it has killed nearly a third of
the people it sickened.

That’s a far higher percentage than seasonal
flu or other routine infections. But it is not as
contagious as flu, measles or other diseases.

Planning a visit to Yosemite? Leave your drone at home

The Associated Press

The bald eagle, the yellow
warbler and the peregrine fal-
con have been joined in the skies
above Yosemite National Park by
anoisy newcomer: the drone.

The National Park Service
issued a statement Friday re-
minding visitors that federal
regulations actually ban the use
of unmanned aircraft within the
park’s boundaries.

Yet that hasn’t stopped drone
sightings from becoming a nearly

daily occurrence in one of the
nation’s most venerated national
parks in recent years, said Scott
Gediman, a park ranger for near-
ly two decades.

“There has been an increas-
ing use of the drones just because
they are more prevalent on the
market,” he said, adding, “It’s a
new toy.”

The drones can often be seen
buzzing loudly near waterfalls,
above meadows or over treetops
as guests use them to capture

otherwise impossible-to-get pho-
tographs of the breathtaking
landscape.

“Most if not all of the people
using these are simply unaware
that they’re illegal,” Gediman
told The Associated Press.

One problem with the devices
is that they can be distracting for
personnel during emergency res-
cue operations, according to the
Park Service.

Another issue is that they make
lots of noise, putting a potential

damper on the park experience
for visitors.

The remote-operated aircraft
can also interfere with sensitive
wildlife, such as peregrine fal-
cons, which nest on cliff walls.

As rangers gear up for an in-
crease in visitors during the
summer, Gediman said he hopes
Friday’s announcement — along
with similar advisories on Face-
book and Twitter — will encour-
age people to leave their drones
at home.

‘He got
what’s

coming
to him’

Many in Okla. have
no sympathy in
botched execution

By KATIE ZEZIMA
The Washington Post

MCcALESTER, Okla. — Geneva
Miller was a bit annoyed as she
dug into an egg salad sandwich
at the Heavenly Delights bakery,
where wooden signs line the walls
bearing affirmations of food and
family.

She can’t believe that her state,
with its strong support for capi-
tal punishment, is being pilloried
across the nation because of one
botched execution.

“We’re just crazy about how ev-
erybody thinks Oklahoma is bad
for supporting the death penalty,”
Miller said.

New details continued to spill
out about the fumbled execution
of inmate Clayton Lockett, 38, who
died of an apparent heart attack
Tuesday after authorities halted a
lethal injection that caused him to
convulse and a vein to burst.

The case prompted state offi-
cials to order a review of the way
executions are carried out and
has revived a national debate over
whether the death penalty is inhu-
mane. But for many Oklahomans,
Lockett — who shot and ordered
the live burial of a teenager — got
exactly what he deserved.

“It’s like the Lord said: You reap
what you sow,” said FW. Sexton,
who had just finished eating at a
diner in Checotah. “And she died
aterrible death.”

In McAlester, Checotah and
other towns in the verdant, rolling
landscape of eastern Oklahoma,
there is some discomfort about
how the execution played out, and
many agree that changes should
be made to the system. But there
is little argument about the final
outcome for Lockett.

“I think he got what’s coming
to him,” said James Barr, who
was buying a coffee at the Har-
bor Mountain Coffee House in
McAlester.

Lockett was convicted of mur-
der and other charges, including
rape, in 2000 after he and two
accomplices attacked two young
‘women, one of whom Lockett shot
twice. Lockett then ordered his
accomplices to bury the 19-year-
old alive, witnesses said.

Coffeehouse employee Tra-
vis Boatner said that people have
been talking about the execution
but that there was little argument.

“There’s really not much of a
debate,” he said. “This is the part
of the country where people pretty
much argue an eye for an eye.”
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Russia says it’s inundated

Putin weighing options as ‘thousands’
calling for assistance from Ukraine

The Washington Post

MOSCOW — The Kremlin is re-
ceiving “thousands” of calls for as-
sistance from Russian speakers in
eastern Ukraine, and it has not yet
decided on a response, a spokes-
man said Saturday, as Ukrainian
authorities continued to move to
push back separatists who have
taken over key cities in the region
after Ukraine suffered its bloodi-
est day in nearly three months.

The Kremlin’s announcement
came after weeks of declarations
from Russian officials that if Rus-
sian-speakers in restive eastern
Ukraine came under threat, they
would consider intervening in a
conflict that has left several cit-
ies in the hands of pro-Russian
separatists.

On Friday, nine people were
killed when the Ukrainian army
launched its first major assault on
a rebel stronghold, and 34 died in
clashes between pro-Ukrainian
and pro-Russian mobs in the Black
Sea port city of Odessa.

“People are calling in despair,
asking for help. The overwhelm-
ing majority demand Russian
help,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitri
Peskov told reporters Saturday.
“All these calls are reported to
Vladimir Putin.”

The Kremlin, however, has not
yetdecided how torespond, Peskov
said. “This element is absolutely
new to us,” he said, according to
the Interfax newswire service.
He said Russian authorities have
lost their ability to influence pro-
Russian separatists in eastern
Ukraine and that they would not
be able to resolve the increasingly

violent situation alone.

Ukrainian authorities, mean-
while, continued their efforts to
dislodge separatists in the east.
“The active phase of the operation
continued at dawn,” acting Inte-
rior Minister Arsen Avakov said
on his Facebook page. “We will
not stop.”

Avakov said the Ukrainian mili-
tary had retaken a television tower
near Kramatorsk, although his ac-
count was not immediately inde-
pendently confirmed.

In one sign that the Kremlin
may still retain sway over the ac-
tions of allies in eastern Ukraine,
a group of seven international
observers from the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in
Europe were released by separat-
ists in Slovyansk on Saturday after
being held hostage for more than
a week, Russian envoy Vladimir
Lukin told the RIA Novosti news-
wire agency.

The release was a “voluntary
humanitarianact,” he said. Itcame
after Putin sent Lukin to the re-
gion on Thursday to push for their
release. Five Ukrainian military
officers held captive alongside the
observers were also freed.

Secretary of State John Kerry
welcomed the release of the OSCE
personnel and condemned vio-
lence “by any side.”

“It’s a step,” he said of the re-
lease. “But there are many other
steps that need to be taken in order
to be able to de-escalate the situa-
tion.” Kerry, speaking in Kinsha-
sa, Congo, said he discussed those
further steps in a call Saturday to
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov. He said he reiterated the

with pleas for help

Evceniy MatoLeTka/AP

A man walks past the charred skeleton of a trolley bus in downtown of Kramatorsk, Ukraine, on
Saturday. Local residents said Ukrainian troops opened fire on a crowd of unarmed protesters.

warning of economic sanctions
against Russia issued by Presi-
dent Barack Obama and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, adding
that any such measures would in-
clude broad sanctions on sectors
of the Russian economy. He did
not elaborate.

“It’s important for Russia to
withdraw support for the separat-
ists,” Kerry said. “If those support-
ed by Russia continue to interfere
with the election, regrettably there
will have to be sanctions, includ-
ing the possibility of — the reality
of — sector sanctions.”

He said he and Lavrov also dis-
cussed the rising level of violence
in eastern Ukraine.

“The United States condemns
the violence that has been taking
place by any side,” Kerry said.
“That includes the violence of any-
one who lit a fire and caused the
deaths of those 38 people or more
in a building in Odessa.”

.
ALEXANDER ZEMLIANICHENKO/AP

The head of an observer group from the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, German Col. Axel Schneider, left,
the

.
Slovyansk, after he was freed on Saturda;.

mayor of

Showdown over Ukraine sparks Cold War-style propaganda battle

By HANNAH ALLAM
McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Fed up with
the Russian government’s false
claims early in the Ukraine cri-
sis, the State Department issued
an unusual, point-by-point take-
down along with a cheeky note
that said not since 19th-century

miliar to historians and analysts
of the Cold War, who’ve noticed a
resurgence of that era’s disinfor-
mation and propaganda tactics
in Russia’s showdown with the
United States and Europe over
its military activities in and near
neighboring Ukraine.

The issue came into even sharp-
er focus last week, when tens of
tt ds of i

novelist Fyodor D ky had
the world seen such “startling
Russian fiction.”

The jab didn’t seem to hurt in
Moscow. A pro-Kremlin newspa-
per columnist mocked the Obama

ration’

knowledge of Russian literature.”
And an undeterred President
Vladimir Putin spent the next
several weeks polishing his nar-
rative of a strong Russia stand-
ing up to Western imperialism in
order to protect a vulnerable eth-
nic Russian population from an
illegitimate, Nazi-infiltrated new
Ukrainian leadership.

In retaliation, the State De-
partment fired off a second liter-
ary-themed fact sheet: “Russian
Fiction the Sequel: 10 More False
Claims about Ukraine.”

Such calculated repartee is fa-

packed
Moscow’s Red Square for a May
Day parade — the first since the
collapse of the Soviet Union. It
was a cannily timed revival that
went well beyond celebrating
workers’ rights and included slo-
gans approving of Putin’s annex-
ation of Ukraine’s Crimea region
over the objections of the United
States and its allies.

“From the Russian side, propa-

ganda-wise, you see a lot of talk-
ing about the West as a monolithic
body. It’s ‘us versus the West,
very much in the way the Cold
War was,” said Vince Houghton,
a scholar of Soviet-era foreign
policy and in-house historian at
the International Spy Museum,
a privately operated museum in
downtown Washington that ex-
hibits Cold War spyware and pro-
paganda artifacts.

Unlike in those days, however,
the U.S. government’s response
to Russia’s spiel appears far more
muted. In part, that’s in keeping
with the Obama administration’s
efforts to avoid foreign entangle-
ment unless there’s a direct threat
to U.S. interests.

But, say critics, it’s also areflec-
tion of how Washington turned

its gaze away from Moscow’s in-
formation campaigns after the
Soviet Union dissolved, and has
downsized or dismantled the U.S.
agencies that were tasked with
countering such propaganda.

John Lenczowski, who was
Ronald Reagan’s principal Soviet
affairs adviser and is now the
president of the Institute of World
Politics, touched on that topic at a
recent event called “Propaganda,
Disinformation and Dirty Tricks:
the Resurgence of Russian Po-
litical Warfare,” sponsored by
the Heritage Foundation, a con-
servative research center in
Washington.

The U.S. side is invoking the old
tactic of juxtaposing repression
in Russia with freedoms in the
West, warning that Putin’s world-

4 . . .

From the Russian side, propaganda-wise, you see a lot of
talking about the West as a monolithic body. It’s “us versus
the West,” very much in the way the Cold War was. 7

Vince Houghton
scholar of Soviet-era foreign policy

view is outdated and puts his na-
tion at risk of becoming a pariah
state — a refrain that comes up
each time Washington defends
the effectiveness of sanctions it’s
slapped on Russian businesses
and business leaders.

Russian actions, however, are
outpacing the U.S. response,
with bolder and more provoca-
tive statements from the Kremlin
each day, according to analysts
who watch Moscow’s messaging.

One battle in this information
war is waged 140 characters at
a time, with the State Depart-
ment and Russian Foreign Minis-
try squaring off on Twitter over
#UnitedForUkraine.

Initially conceived in the Unit-
ed States as a label to promote
Ukraine’s upcoming elections
and highlight the country’s demo-
cratic progress, the hashtag was
hijacked by Russia to smear the
Kiev politicians.

Last week, the Russian Foreign
Ministry used UnitedForUkraine
in a tweet that said, “Kiev author-
ities making situation in Ukraine
catastrophic.”
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Divers looking
in new rooms of
S. Korean ferry

By June-Yoon Cror
The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — Divers
battled strong currents and wind
Saturday to search unopened
rooms in a sunken South Korean
ferry for dozens of missing pas-
sengers, officials said Saturday.

The divers will focus on open-
ing six rooms on the third and
fourth floors while again comb-
ing places already searched, said
emergency task force spokesper-
son Ko Myung-seok. The task
force says 58 out of 64 target
areas have been searched.

“It took a while to develop

routes, but after the routes were
developed to some degree, open-
ing up the rooms and getting in-
side worked out in a short period
of time,” Ko said.

The emergency task force said
in a news release that eight bodies
were retrieved from the rooms
on the third and fourth floors on
Saturday. So far, bodies of 236
victims have been retrieved; 195
were found inside the ferry while
41 were found floating in the sea.
The release said search will con-
tinue in the night.

Task force spokesperson Park
Seung-ki said families are wor-

AHN YOUNG-J0ON/AP

Crying women are silhouetted Saturday as they pay tribute to the victims of the sunken ferry Sewol at a
group memorial altar in Ansan, South Korea.

ried about the condition of the lost
bodies because so much time has
passed.

“To ease the families’ mental
pain and help them keep bet-

ter memories of the victims, the
government will provide restora-
tion services of damaged bodies,”
Park said.

The South Korean passenger

liner Sewol was carrying 476
people, mostly from a single high
school, when it sank on April 16.
Only 174 people survived, includ-
ing 22 of the 29 crewmembers.

Schools in Nigeria capital
to close during conference

ReseLs BarTauion oF Basa Amro/AP

Syrian rebels hold their weapons as they prepare to fight against Syrian troops in
2,

Homs province, Syria, in 201,

Evacuations from Homs
delayed, Syria activists say

By Di1aa Hapip
The Associated Press

BEIRUT — The planned evacuation of
fighters from rebel-held parts of the Syr-
ian city of Homs was delayed Saturday,
activists said, though a cease-fire still was
holding in the country’s third-largest city.

Rebels in the city agreed Friday surren-
der territory in exchange for safe passage
to other opposition-held areas. The agree-
ment came after a blockade by Syrian
President Bashar Assad’s forces caused
widespread hunger in rebel-held parts of
the city, which have been hit relentlessly
by government artillery and airstrikes.

Local activist Samer al-Homsi and other
three activists said it wasn’t clear why Syr-
ian forces weren’t allowing the first phase
of several hundred rebel fighters to leave.

One Homs-based activist said rebels were
gathering wounded fighters, so they could
be taken out as a first priority, beginning
Sunday. Other Homs-based activists said
they believed the delays were over a plan to
allow food and aid into two blockaded areas
— one blockaded by rebels in the northern
province of Aleppo, and another blockaded
by pro-government forces near Homs.

Activists also said a prisoner exchange
deal between rebels and Assad’s forces in
central and northern Syria also could be
delaying the move.

Homs was once known as the capital of
the Syrian revolution for its fierce opposi-
tion to Assad’s rule.

Meanwhile Saturday, Syria state tele-
vision said rebel mortar fire targeting a
government-held neighborhood in Aleppo
killed at least 12 people.

By MicHELLE FauL
The Associated Press

LAGOS, Nigeria — All schools and gov-
ernment offices in Nigeria’s capital will
close during a three-day international con-
ference next week, according to a presiden-
tial order that follows two bomb attacks in
three weeks that killed nearly 100 people
in Abuja.

A statement Friday night said the mea-
sure “is to ease the flow of traffic” during
the May 7-9 World Economic Forum on
Africa to which hundreds of international
personalities, business and African lead-
ers are invited. Chinese Premier Li Keq-
iang is the guest of honor.

The government has said it is deploying
6,000 police and troops to help secure the
event, and President Goodluck Jonathan
has assured delegates they will be safe.

Further indicating Nigeria’s security
threats, the U.S. Embassy warned Ameri-

cans in an email Friday that extremists
were planning “an unspecified attack” on
a Sheraton hotel in Nigeria’s commercial
capital, Lagos.

The hotel chain has two locally owned
franchi in the sout n city of
about 20 million people. A duty manager
at the $350-per-night Sheraton in Ikeja
suburb, near the international airport, said
he was unaware of any threat. He spoke on
condition of anonymity because he is not
authorized to speak to reporters.

Explosions on April 14 and May 1 in
Abuja, in the center of the country, are
blamed on the Islamic extremists Boko
Haram terrorist network that has targeted
schools and has slaughtered hundreds of
students.

Militants of Boko Haram — the nick-
name means “Western education is sin-
ful” — are holding some 276 teenage girls
abducted from a northeastern school April
15.

Kerry urges steps to ensure
democracy, security in Africa

The Associated Press

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia — America’s
top diplomat said Saturday the U.S. is
ready to help increase its ties with Africa,
but nations across the continent need to
take stronger steps to ensure security and
democracy for its people.

In an Africa policy address to members
of the Addis Ababa diplomatic corps and
the Young Africa leader network, U.S. Sec-
retary of State John Kerry highlighted cri-
ses in Nigeria, South Sudan, Somalia and
the Central African Republic and urged
Africans to demand stability and financial
development.

He called for an expansion of American
investment in Africa and noted that U.S.
companies IBM, Microsoft and Google al-
ready have spent more than $100 million
on projects across the continent.

“So this is clearly a moment of opportu-
nity for all Africans,” Kerry told about 100
Ethiopi at an envir friendly
auditorium on a mountaintop. “It is also a
moment of decision.”

The Obama administration has sought to
expand U.S. private investments in Africa,
and last year financed about $1 billion
to support American businesses across
the continent, including an estimated
$650 million in sub-Saharan Africa.
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Toddler creates a stink for
mainland China, Hong Kong

By BarBARA DEMICK
Los Angeles Times

BEIJING-Of all the weighty
issues about self-rule and democ-
racy confronting China and Hong
Kong, the former British colony
that reverted to mainland control
in 1997, who could have imagined
it would come to this?

A 2-year-old boy defecating on
a Hong Kong sidewalk has elicit-
ed an increasingly mean-spirited
fight between some mainland
Chinese and Hong Kong resi-
dents, who are exchanging words,
including curses, and threatening
to exchange bodily fluids.

It started April 15 when a
mainland couple shopping in
Hong Kong allowed their toddler
to go on a crowded sidewalk in the
Mong Kok district. An offended
Hong Kong man started to take
photos, whereupon the shrieking
mother grabbed his memory card
and started to scuffle with him on
the street. Another Hong Kong
man tried to seize the family’s
stroller.

“Don’t you have kids? Don’t

your kids need to use the toilet?”
the mother screamed, while the
father held the wailing toddler.

Police arrived and booked the
mother on charges of assault
and the father on receiving sto-
len property-to wit, the memory
card his wife had seized from the
camera.

Waggishly called “Bladder-
gate” (although video of the child
caught in the act shows more than
urine involved), the altercation
has become a defining incident in
the strained relationship.

The stink has hardly dissipated.
On Sunday, a dozen or so demon-
strators at the giant Harbor City
mall in Hong Kong mocked main-
landers by squatting and pretend-
ing to defecate on a photo of Mao
Zedong and brandishing toilet
paper. A skirmish nearly broke
out between the protesters and of-
fended customers and staff, who
screamed at one another across
the mall’s atrium.

The Communist Party’s of-
ficial People’s Daily weighed in
Wednesday, denouncing the Hong
Kong protesters as “skinheads”

and “hooligans.”

“This handful of radicals in
Hong Kong remind us of the ram-
pant skinheads and neo-Nazis in
Europe. Xenophobia is the cult of
these groups,” the paper opined.
“We need to fight back and over-
‘whelm any forces that try to harm
the integrity of the nation.”

Hong Kong, which has a popu-
lation of about 7 million, receives
more than four times that many
visitors from the mainland each
year.

Residents complain that the
deluge has left Hong Kong with
impassable streets, skyrocketing
prices and shortages of consumer
goods, especially products like
baby formula.

Posters and banners have gone
up denouncing the mainlanders
as “locusts.” Facebook pages are
plastered with photographs of vis-
itors engaging in what the British-
mannered Hong Kong residents
consider uncivilized behavior
like eating on subways or allow-
ing children to relieve themselves
in the streets, a habit common in
the Chinese countryside.

Salem Abu

head of the

MariLoe Campoponico/AP

Uruguay’s President Jose Mujica stands Friday with his dog,
Manuela, at his home on the outskirts of Montevideo, Uruguay.

Uruguay leader
calls Colo. pot
law “a fiction’

By LEONARDO HABERKORN
The Associated Press

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay
— Uruguay has finally released
its rules for the legal marijuana
market it is launching this year,
detailing how the government
plans to get very involved in every
aspect of the business. But anyone
hoping the South American na-
tion will become a pot-smoker’s
paradise should probably head to
Colorado instead, President Jose
Mujica suggested on Friday.

“It’s a complete fiction what
they do in Colorado” in terms of
controlling the sale and use of
legal marijuana, Mujica said in

Ruth EcLask/The Washington Post

clinic where most of the fertility treatments are conducted,

said sperm is smuggled out of prisons in many creative ways, including in chocolate bars and pens.

Palestinians in Israeli jails smuggle
sperm out so wives can have babies

By RutH EGLASH
AND SUFIAN TAHA
The Washington Post

ASKAR REFUGEE CAMP,
West Bank — Suad Abu Fayed
and her husband have had no
physical contact for more than
11 years. That is how long he has
been in an Israeli prison.

And yet on a recent day, Abu
Fayed cradled the couple’s 9-day-
old baby, Hurriyah — a daughter
whose birth earned her a place
in an unusual but growing group:
infants conceived during the past
two years by in vitro fertilization,
using sperm from Palestinian
prisoners that has been smuggled
out of Israeli jails.

The aim of the clandestine

process, those involved say, is
two-pronged: to help prisoners’
wives have children while their
husbands are behind bars and to
chip away at one facet of Israel’s
control over Palestinian life.
Hurriyah’s father, Samir Abu
Fayed, 37, is serving an 18-year
sentence for involvement in ter-
rorist activities. He is a member
of the Al-Agsa Martyrs Brigades,
the armed wing of the Palestinian
political movement Fatah, accord-
ing to his brother. Israel does not
allow conjugal visits to Palestinian
security prisoners, and carefully
screened relatives can meet with
them only through glass dividers.
But young children are al-
lowed brief physical interaction
with their fathers, and that is how

Hurriyah, whose name means
“freedom” in Arabic, came to be.
Abu Fayed’s sperm was secretly
slipped to one of the couple’s three
older children — born before he
‘was imprisoned — during a visit at
the Nafha prison in southern Isra-
el, said Suad Abu Fayed, 34. It was
immediately transported to the
Razan Medical Center in Nablus,
which specializes in the IVF treat-
ment that led to her pregnancy.

“I know it won’t be easy raising
a baby with a husband in jail, but
this is our way of breaking Israel’s
siege on us,” she said, referring to
the Israeli occupation of the West
Bank. “We are challenging [Isra-
el’s] occupation and getting some-
thing beautiful in return.”

an As iated Press interview.

Colorado licenses sellers and
producers but allows any adult to
buy up to 28 grams at a time —and
then go down the street and buy
28 grams more. In Uruguay, con-
sumers must be licensed as well,
and each purchase will be tracked
to ensure they buy no more than
10 grams per week, he said.

Mujica and his ministers plan
to sign the regulations on Mon-
day, and they’ll take effect on
Tuesday.

In two weeks, the government
will take applications from busi-
nesses hoping to become one of
a handful of growers supplying
marijuana to the state. By early
December, a network of pharma-
cies will be ready to supply the
weed to registered consumers at
less than a dollar per gram, presi-
dential spokesman Diego Canepa
said late Friday.

As with tobacco, the pot will
come in packages warning of
health risks, and smoking will
be prohibited everywhere but
private homes and open-air loca-
tions. As with liquor, motorists
will be subject to testing by police
to make sure they’re not driving

under the influence.

The state will sell five differ-
ent strains, containing a maxi-
mum level of 15 percent THC, the
substance that gets consumers
high. Each bag will be bar-coded,
radio frequency-tagged, and reg-
istered in a genetic database that
will enable authorities to trace its
origin and to determine its legal-
ity, Canepa said. The rules limit
licensed growers to six plants per
household — not per person, as
some pot enthusiasts had hoped.
And while people who buy in
pharmacies will be identified by
fingerprint readers to preserve
their anonymity, every user’s pot
consumption will be tracked in a
government database.

Mujica predicted that many
will call him an elderly reaction-
ary once they see this fine print,
but he said his government never
intended to create a mecca for
marijuana lovers.

“No addiction is good,” he said.
“We aren’t going to promote
smokefests, bohemianism, all this
stuff they try to pass off as innoc-
uous when it isn’t. They’ll label
us elderly reactionaries. But this
isn’t a policy that seeks to expand
marijuana consumption. What
it aims to do is keep it all within
reason, and not allow it to become
an illness.”

With bona fide plants registered
at the molecular level, police can
test for illegal weed wherever
they encounter it, and arrest any-
one with pot that lacks the proper
genetic markers, the rules say.

Mujica said the system is more
transparent and honest than the
medical marijuana laws passed
by 21 U.S. states and the District
of Columbia, which he called
“brutal hypocrisy” because peo-
ple can fake illnesses to get pre-
scription weed.
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OPINION

Are ugly private conversations fair game?

By JoEL MaTHIS
AND BEN BoyCHUK
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

os Angeles Clippers owner Donald

Sterling is arguably the most

loathed billionaire in America.

His secretly recorded racist rant
— chiding his mistress for “associating
with black people” — made national news
and led to his fellow owners voting to im-
pose a $2.5 million fine and ban him for
life from the NBA.

But is Sterling’s punishment a satisfac-
tory end to the story? As former NBA great
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Dallas Mav-
ericks owner Mark Cuban both pointed
out, the conversation that led to Sterling’s
ouster was private and likely obtained ille-
gally. “The making and release of this tape
is so sleazy that just listening to it makes
me feel like an accomplice to the crime,”
Abdul-Jabbar wrote at Time.com.

Do the ends of punishing a high-profile
bigot justify the means?

Ben Boychuk

Sterling’s bigoted reputation preceded
him. His bizarre complaints about his half-
Mexican, half-black mistress’s Instagram
account were by all accounts fairly typical
of the man. He has numerous racial dis-
crimination lawsuits to his name. Some of
them he settled. Some he won. But people
who knew him knew he was rotten.

The billionaire real estate magnate tried
to buy his way to respectability by giving
generously to the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People. The
NAACP, in turn, was about to give Sterling
a lifetime achievement award. His incoher-
ent racist rant put an end to that.

Millions of Americans applauded what
happened to Sterling. His ouster from the
NBA proves that if nothing else, the broad
American populace has no stomach for bra-
zen racism and bigotry in a country with a
long, sad history of both.

Trouble is, Sterling’s downfall was a pri-
vate conversation, not a public declaration.
True, he’s a public figure. But even public
figures have a right to harbor ugly views
behind closed doors.

When the NBA announced Sterling’s
punishment, former NBA All-Star and
current Sacramento, Calif, Mayor Kevin
Johnson declared, “I hope that every bigot
in this country sees what happened to Mr.
Sterling, and recognizes that if he can fall,
so can you.” If even private conversations
become fair game for public excoriation,

more than a few smug liberals may be eat-
ing their words.

At the risk of sounding glib, maybe the
bigger lesson in all of this is to avoid cheat-
ing on your spouse. Don’t forget, the soon-
to-be divorced Sterling directed his bigoted
rant at his former mistress. That’s not to say
fidelity to his wife of 50 years would make
Sterling any less of a loathsome man. But
remaining a bigoted but faithful husband
might have saved him from public exposure
of his private phone conversation.

Alittle more private rectitude would save
a lot of people from public dishonor.

Joel Mathis

Liberals and conservatives view the world
differently when it comes to race, some-
times in a fashion that redounds to neither
side’s credit. Liberals can be guilty of cry-
ing “racism” too often, while conservatives
often deny that racism still has any force in
American politics — or to attribute racism
more to Democrats and African Ameri-
cans than to whites and Republicans. Given
those differing perspectives, most debates
on race in this country end up being a Ror-
shach test, telling us more about the debater
than the topic being debated.

So it is with the Donald Sterling incident.
Here we have a clear, unmitigated incident
of racism ... and conservatives still want to
change the subject.

Mike Peters/King Features Syndicate

Racism is bad, they say, clearing their
throats, but shouldn’t we talk about the se-
cret recording? Racism is bad, they say, but
shouldn’t we talk about Donald Sterling’s
infidelity and the gold digger who took ad-
vantage of it? Racism is bad, they say, but
isn’t this incident proof that racism has no
real purchase on the American soul?

Almost never do they simply say: “Here
is racism. Let us condemn it.” They have
to add a million addenda and caveats to the
conversation so that a talk about race isn’t a
talk about race.

Sometimes a cigar is just a cigar. Some-
times racism is just racism.

And far from demonstrating racism’s
unpopularity, Donald Sterling’s story —
viewed over the long term — demonstrates
how long one can live on the edge of open
racism and still amass power, influence and
money in society. All you have to do is avoid
saying some specific combination of wrong
words, give yourself some plausible deni-
ability, and you and your racism can still
shape the world around you in ugly, perni-
cious, subtle ways. Does anybody want to
make a case that it made no difference?

It clearly did. Racism s alive and well. It’s
just not usually so overt as Sterling’s, which
means we can keep denying it exists at all.

Ben Boychuk is associate editor of the Manhattan
Institute’s City Journal. Joel Mathis is associate
editor for Philadelphia Magazine.

Remembering

By CHRISTINE M. FLOWERS
Philadelphia Daily News

et me, for a brief moment, put

on my lawyer’s hat. The Eighth

Amendment barring cruel and un-

usual punishment is not a sugges-
tion. It is a mandate carved in stone. We do
not torture, we do not cause undue suffer-
ing, we do not stretch the bounds of human-
ity in the name of vengeance.

Now let me toss that hat to the side.

The merits of the death penalty have been
and will continue to be debated as long as
justice is viewed through a personal prism.
I believe that a society must impose the
most draconian punishment for the most
heinous crimes; otherwise, we do violence
to the humanity of the victim. Others have
a legitimate, heartfelt and sober belief that
the government has no right to essentially
“murder” one of its citizens.

But this concern for process, which is im-

the cruel and unusual death

portant, shouldn’t turn our focus away from
the fund al issue: Capital puni

is legal and constitutional; the cold-blooded
murder of innocents is not.

News reports about the 43-minute ex-
ecution of Clayton Lockett focused on him
writhing in pain. This, of course, is horrible.
Even a rabid animal elicits sympathy when
it’s in the final, foaming agony.

But few mentioned the reason Lockett
was on that gurney in the first place with
an IV strapped to his arm, the reason that
his life was justifiably forfeit: Stephanie
Neiman.

Stephanie was shot by Lockett, who then
stood by and watched his accomplices bury
her alive. I'm guessing that her agony lasted
a bit longer than 43 minutes.

It is obviously true that two wrongs do
not make a right, but there is really only one
wrong here, and that is the vicious extermi-
nation of an innocent woman. The botched
execution of her murderer is troubling from
a procedural standpoint, but it should not

blind us to the true tragedy in this case.

The Lockett case is a textbook study in
how pro- and anti-death-penalty activists
view the issue. Opponents of capital punish-
ment, who are generally but not necessarily
liberals, feel that all life (except the unborn
variety) is sacred and that society has no
right to destroy it even in those cases when
this would balance the scales on an “eye for
an eye” basis.

Those like me, who favor the death pen-
alty for the most violent and despicable
crimes, feel that we are bound by a social
contract, and that when it’s broken by an act
that falls below the lowest human thresh-
old of decency the appropriate response is
execution. Many of us are conservatives,
but there are also a good number of liber-
als and libertarians who have no problem
with snuffing out the life of an unrepentant
murderer.

Christine M. Flowers is a lawyer and columnist for
the Philadelphia Daily News.
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President’s critics aren’t just neoconservatives

By LAwrENCE J. Haas

WASHINGTON — “My job as com-
mander in chief,” an exasperated President
Obama told critics last week, “is to deploy
military force as a last resort, and to deploy
it wisely. And frankly, most of the foreign
policy commentators that have questioned
our policies would go headlong into a bunch
of military adventures that the American
people had no interest in participating in
and would not advance our core security
interests. ...

“Many,” he went on, “who were propo-
nents of what I consider to be a disastrous
decision to go into Iraq haven’t really
learned the lesson of the last decade, and
they keep on just playing the same note over
and over again. Why? I don’t know.”

Thus, our president, whom ex-admin-
istration officials say privately is all too
cloistered among White House acolytes, dis-
misses his foreign policy critics as robotic
force-first neoconservatives, and he makes
clear that he views Iraq as the all-consum-
ing cautionary tale of contemporary U.S.
foreign policy.

But in absorbing a lesson from one trou-
bled engagement, the president ignores a
host of other lessons from foreign policy
challenges that date back decades — about
sending clear messages, fulfilling commit-
ments, confronting aggression, understand-
ing adversaries, and viewing the world as it
is.

Thus, notwithstanding Obama’s belief,
his critics span both parties and include not
just neoconservatives but also liberal inter-
nationalists and realists; their complaints
extend far beyond Obama’s reluctance to
use force, and their concerns run from the
Middle East and North Africa to Russia and
the Baltics and to China and the Pacific.

Space does not permit a comprehensive
critique of Obama’s foreign policy, but here
are some top-line thoughts.

For one thing, Obama lacks credibility
on the world stage. Our allies in Jerusalem,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, and elsewhere don’t
trust him, while our adversaries in Beijing,
Moscow, Tehran, Iran, and elsewhere don’t
fear him.

CourrTesy oF THE Homs CiTY UNION oF THE SYRIAN RevoLuTioN/AP

Syrian citizens walk on a destroyed street that was attacked by Syrian warplanes in
Homs province, Syria. President Barack Obama says the world must act to stop geno-
cide but professes powerlessness as Bashar Assad slaughters his people.

Obama promises to promote human
rights in the Greater Middle East but looks
away as Turkey’s Recep Erdogan silences
his critics and gradually transforms his na-
tion from a democracy to an autocracy. He
says the world must act to stop genocide but
professes powerlessness as Syria’s Bashar
Assad slaughters his people.

Obama warns other global leaders
against this move or that, and he threatens
them with serious consequences, paralyz-
ing sanctions, or even military action, but at
crunch time, he backs away or acts meekly.

Obama said nearly three years ago that
it was time for Assad to go, but other than
naively pinning his hopes on an interna-
tional conference that would somehow
coax Assad to depart, he did little to make
it happen. The Syrian strongman remains
ever-more firmly ensconced and, in fact,
announced plans this week to seek another
term (which, as an autocrat, he will surely

“win”).

Obama drew a red line on Assad’s use
of chemical weapons but, after the dicta-
tor crossed it, reversed himself at the last
minute and let Assad escape the military
strike that he and his team had promised.
He deems the Russian-engineered deal for
Assad to relinquish his chemical weapons a
success, even though the deal doesn’t cover
all chemical weapons and evidence mounts
that the dictator has since used such weap-
ons again.

The message _of promises notkept _isre-
ceived clearly in Tehran, which continues to
maintain its right to pursue its nuclear pro-
gram; in Jerusalem, which fears an Iranian
nuclear weapon and says it will do whatever
is necessary to prevent it; and in Moscow,
where Vladimir Putin dreams of a restored
Soviet empire, has annexed Crimea, and is
orchestrating chaos in Ukraine to serve as a
pretext of invasion.

For another thing, Obama seems not to
recognize that our adversaries do not share
his world view.

He speaks of peace and prosperity,
shared interests and international law, col-
laboration and engagement, as if that will
appeal to the tough-minded autocrats who
crave power more than anything else.

“Russia has never been more isolated,”
Obama says proudly, referring to U.S.-led
actions in response to Moscow’s mischief in
Ukraine. “And Russia is having to engage in
activities that have been rejected uniformly
around the world. And we've been able to
mobilize the international community to
not only put diplomatic pressure on Russia,
but also we’ve been able to organize Euro-
pean countries who many were skeptical
would do anything to work with us in apply-
ing sanctions to Russia.”

But, Putin will happily accept U.S. disdain
to reap expansionist success. He will, as
well, scoff at diplomatic pressure as long as
Obama refuses to impose the kinds of sanc-
tions that would truly bite him or threaten
his hold on power.

For still another, Obama sees the world as
he wishes it to be, not as it is.

He fell for the old and plainly ridiculous
canard that Israeli-Palestinian peace is the
gateway to more positive regional develop-
ments and, in encouraging Israel to make
peace, he portrayed Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas in brave, almost
heroic, terms that simply don’t comport
with reality.

‘While Obama and Secretary of State John
Kerry spent valuable time on an initiative
that offered little hope of success, they let
far more consequential regional challeng-
es _ such as Iran’s hegemonic rise, Syria’s
bloodshed, and Turkey’s autocratic turn _
grow worse on their collective watch.

To be sure, Iraq is a cautionary tale about
the limits of U.S. military power. But, in
applying its lesson to challenges so far and
wide, Obama is leaving the United States
decidedly weaker on the world stage.
Lawrence J. Haas is a senior fellow at the
American Foreign Policy Council.

Without US troops, Afghanistan could descend into chaos

By Max Boor

fghanistan had an election a

few weeks ago. Iraq had one

Wednesday. But that is about all

that these two countries, both in-
vaded by the United States in the last de-
cade, have in common nghl now.

Afghamstan is moving forward just as
rapidly as Iraq is moving backward. It is
a telling contrast, and one that should in-
form the looming decision about a U.S.
troop presence in Afghanistan after 2014.

Iraq is being plunged deeper into the
abyss of all-out civil war that it barely
avoided in 2007 thanks to President George
W. Bush’s troop “surge.” Today, violence is
back up to 2008 levels as al-Qaida in Iraq,
now known as the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria, or ISIS, has returned from its near-
death experience.

ISIS once again controls much of Anbar
province, and its fighters regularly set
off car bombs that kill scores of innocent
people across the Shiite Muslim heartland.
ISIS fighters are drawing nearer to Bagh-
dad itself, retaking areas they lost in 2007
and 2008. So perilous has the situation be-
come that the government closed the notori-
ous Abu Ghraib prison, west of Baghdad, for
fear that it would fall into insurgent hands.

Al-Qaida’s comeback has been enabled
by the shortsighted policies of Iraq’s sectar-
ian Prime Minister Nouri Maliki, who is
now unrestrained by a U.S. mlhtary pres-

ence. He has targeted senior Sunni Muslim
politicians, including former Vice President
Tariq Hashimi, for prosecution. He has fired
on groups of Sunni demonstrators. Worst
of all, he has welcomed the Shiite militia
groups Asaib Ahl Haq and Kataib Hezbol-
lah, both supplied by Iran, who are fighting
alongside the overmatched Iraqi security
forces against Sunni militants. These mili-
tias are held responsible for the massacres
of Sunnis in towns such as Buhriz, north of
Baghdad.

Iraq is now in the midst of a cycle of sec-
tarian violence — with Sunnis murdering
Shiites in retaliation for Shiite murders of
Sunnis and vice versa — that leads to the
seventh circle of hell into which nations such
as Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Syria have pre-
viously plunged. There is no obvious escape
in sight because, by manipulating Iraq’s
sectarian politics, Maliki has managed to
solidify Shiite support, which will probably
ensure his continuation in office for a third
term even as the country collapses. (Only
the quasi-independent Kurdish region re-
mains peaceful.)

Contrast that with Afghanistan, which I
visited recently. While violence, corruption,
drug production and government dysfunc-
tion remain very real problems in what is
still one of the world’s poorest countries,
Afghanistan is making real progress. Kabul
is bustling and, notwithstanding some high-
profile Taliban attacks, far safer than Bagh-

dad. The Afghan National Security Forces,
now 370,000 strong, largely on their own
managed to beat back Taliban attempts last
summer to retake strongholds in Kandahar
and Helmand provinces that had been won
in the U.S.-led offensive from 2010 to 2012.

Even more impressive, the security
forces managed with virtually no coalition
presence on the ground to secure the April
S presidential election despite Taliban at-
tempts to disrupt it. According to Afghan
news sources, some 7 million voters — more
than 30 percent of them women — turned
out to cast ballots. Most heartening of all,
the top two vote-getters — former Foreign
Minister Abdullah Abdullah and former
Finance Minister Ashraf Ghani — are pro-
Western moderates who have vowed to sign
an agreement that would allow U.S. troops
to remain after this year.

Neither man was the favored candidate of
the incumbent, Hamid Karzai, who is seen
as too corrupt and too anti- Amencan by

fact that Afghanistan would be doing —
many measures — better than Iraq. It has
none of the oil wealth of Iraq. Its population
is poorer and not as educated. And its insur-
gency enjoys more cross-border support —
from Pakistan — than Iraq’s ever did. Justa
few years ago, Iraq appeared to be in much
better shape: President Obama bragged on
Dec. 14, 2011, that “we’re leaving behind a
sovereign, stable and self-reliant Iraq.”

In hindsight, however, it is obvious that
Iraq began to unravel the minute the last
U.S. troops left. Without their advice and
support, the Iraqi armed forces, however
strong on paper, can’t even feed and sup-
ply their own soldiers, much less defeat al-
Qaida militants. More important, the lack of
U.S. troops has removed the leverage U.S.
officials once enjoyed to limit Maliki’s sec-
tarian tendencies.

There is an important lesson to be
learned here: It’s vitally important to keep
a substantial commitment of U.S. troops in

hani after this year. Military com-

most voters. And both candid
to transcend ethnic boundaries: Ghani, a
Pashtun, pulled in Uzbek voters thanks to
his choice of Uzbek warlord Abdul Rashid
Dostum as his running mate; Abdullah, of
Tajik and Pashtun parentage, pulled in Pa-
shtun votes with a strategy of outreach.
The inauguration of either man would
represent the first peaceful transfer of
power in Afghanistan’s recent history.
There was nothing preordained about the

manders are asking for at least 10,000 per-
sonnel, and if that request isn’t granted by
the White House, the odds will increase that
Afghanistan, like Irag, will descend into a
civil war that undoes everything U.S. troops
sacrificed so much to achieve.

Max Boot is a senior fellow at the Council on
Foreign Relations and the author of “Invisible
Armies: An Epic History of Guerrilla Warfare From
Ancient Times to the Present.” This article first
appeared in the Los Angeles Times.
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Teens throw prom for
elderly home residents
G SUWANEE — Carson

Nevels, 17, reaches out
her hands and asks Betty Fortier
to dance.

“Come on, Miss Betty. Come
dance with me,” insists Carson,
a junior in high school wearing a
coral-colored homecoming dress,
strappy heels and a big smile.

Fortier, 95, uses a wheelchair
and rarely stands up — let alone
dance. Still, Carson, one of about
25 teenagers throwing a “Senior
Prom” at Noble Village, a senior-
living home in Suwanee, won’t
give up.

The annual Senior Prom is the
brainchild of Analise Kucera, 17,
a junior who created an organiza-
tion two years ago called “Bridge-
worX.” The group is aimed at
connecting high schoolers and se-
niors through fun activities.

Analise orchestrates several
events throughout the year, in-
cluding an annual Valentine’s Day
tea that mixes bingo with a variety
of teas and heart-shaped cookies.

House lawmakers vote
to block their pay hike
D WASHINGTON

— House lawmakers
voted for the sixth year in a row
on Thursday to deny themselves
the cost-of-living pay hike that
they would otherwise automati-
cally receive next January.

The move would freeze con-
gressional salaries at $174,000 a
year and is attached to legislation
to fund Congress’ budget, which
passed the House by a402-14 vote.
Lawmakers haven’t received a
pay hike since January 2009.

Judge hears inmate’s
hormone argument
o COLUMBUS — A
transgender  prison
inmate in Ohio wants a federal
judge to order the state to allow
her hormone treatments to con-
tinue, saying she suffered a medi-
cal setback including facial hair
growth and depression when the
treatments stopped.

Whitney Lee, whose legal name
is still Antione Lee, had under-
gone continuous hormone therapy
since 1999 until the Department
of Rehabilitation and Correction
abruptly halted the treatments in
February 2012.

The state resumed the treat-
ments last month after a judge
temporarily ordered the state to
provide them. Federal judge Al-
genon Marbley held a hearing on
the issue Thursday in Columbus
that was to continue Friday.

A prison psychiatrist has de-
termined that Lee, 36, lacks the
criteria for gender identity dis-
order, also known as gender dys-
phoria, and that the therapy can’t
be justified, according to the
department.

New directive for
graduates: No selfies
F TAMPA — Toss your
cap. Turn your tassel.
Just don’t snap that selfie.
Graduates at the University

of South Florida and Bryant
University in Smithfield, R.I,

s
-

Tom StrommE, THE Bismarck (N.D.) TriBUNE/AP

A soggy pickup

Wayne Seeman, left, and Tim Kunz, both of Ace Towing, guide a truck to a landing near the Grant Marsh
boat ramp as a large crane lifts the truck from the Missouri River on Thursday in Bismarck, N.D. The
all-day effort to pull the red Chevrolet from the river involved dive teams from several jurisdictions. A
teenager reported seeing a pickup drive across the ice and fall into the Missouri River on Jan. 26. The
girl also reported seeing a white car driving away from the scene.

have been asked to refrain from
taking self-portraits with their
cellphones as they collect their
diplomas. The seemingly simple
directive is standing out for plac-
ing the slightest curtailment on a
collective societal march toward
sharing every waking moment
on Twitter, Instagram, Facebook
and the like.

For some, the simple act of out-
lawing selfies may have sparked
the desire for one. Anthony San-
chez, 22, a microbiology major at
USEF, said he’s taken only a few
selfies in his life. But he’s not rul-
ing out another at this weekend’s
ceremony.
“It put the idea in my head,” he

said. “I wouldn’t have thought of
it until they said don’t do it.”

Wrestlers end meets
after lynching photo
Nj PAULSBORO — Two

New Jersey high school
wrestling powers are stopping
their matches against one an-
other because of a photo in which
members of one team simulated a
lynching.

Paulsboro school superinten-
dent Walter Quint told the Phila-
delphia Inquirer that continuing
meets against Phillipsburg High
School would be “disrespectful to

the people who are here that are
hurt by” the photo.

The controversy erupted in
February when the photo sur-
faced online of seven white Phil-
lipsburg wrestlers, some with
pointed hoods, posing with a
black wrestling dummy hanging
from a noose. The dummy is in a
Paulsboro shirt.

Fired deputy seeks

reinstatement

T KNOXVILLE — A
deputy who was fired

after the publication of a photo
that appears to show him choking

THE CENSUS
The denomi-
nation of a
bill that a
burglar stole
from a Sha-
ron, Pa.,

resident. Sharon police said a hom-
eowner reported that the bill, along
with a $500 bill, was stolen Saturday
from a strongbox in the home. The
high-denomination bills were taken out
of circulation in the late 1960s and are
coveted by collectors. Police Chief Mike
Menster said there was no forced entry
into the home or the box.

a suspect wants his job back.

Knox County Sheriff Jimmy
Jones terminated Frank Phillips,
47, last Sunday. Jones said he be-
lieves Phillips used “excessive
force” Saturday night while ar-
resting a college student.

The Knoxville News Sentinel
reported that an attorney for Phil-
lips sent a letter to Jones asking
that he reconsider his decision.
The letter denies that the deputy
used excessive force during the
arrest.

Pilot, plane fuselage
recovered from bay
RICHMOND — Crews

c recovered the body of
a pilot along with his plane’s fu-
selage Wednesday, days after the
aircraft crashed into San Fran-
cisco Bay following a collision
with another small plane that
managed to land safely.

A marine salvage company re-
trieved the single-engine plane in
an operation that was shown live
by at least two news outlets. The
body of the pilot could be seen in
the wreckage of the Cessna 210,
which plunged into the water on
Sunday.

Man pleads guilty

to hoax distress call

N RALEIGH — An At
lantic Beach man has

pleaded guilty in federal court to

making a false distress call to the

U.S. Coast Guard.

U.S. Attorney Thomas Walker
Jr. said in a news release Friday
that Homer Lewis Blackburn, 27,
pleaded guilty Friday in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Raleigh.

Authorities say the Coast Guard
received a distress call on Oct. 8
in which the caller said he was
abandoning his sinking boat near
Cape Lookout and Shackleford
Banks. They said the search cost
more than $288,000.

A witness told Coast Guard in-
vestigators that Blackburn used a
CB radio mounted to the balcony
of his apartment to make the call,
then watched the search.

He faces a maximum sentence
of six years in prison, a $250,000
fine and restitution of the Coast
Guard’s costs.

From wire reports’
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Researchers

By Jim CARNEY

Akron (Ohio)
Beacon Journal

hat little lizard
that has become
so effective sell-
ing car insur-
ance — the gecko — can
climb across glass windows
and across the ceiling.
You knew that, right?
The science of that abil-
ity has intrigued research-
ers at the University of Akron
for several years because
it has so much potential for
application in such areas as
construction materials and
medicine.
They’re so intrigued, theyre
asking tougher questions of the 50
little lizards kept in two labs at the
Auburn Science Center.

“OK, buddy, how about this one:

Can you walk on Teflon?”
The answer: not very well. The
popular DuPont nonstick product
not only resists cheese omelets, but it
also presented a significant challenge to
the hairy toes of the gecko.
Yes, hair. That’s the secret. Not glue
or liquids or surface tension. They have
hairy toes — much like bristles — with
thousands of them in one square millime-
ter, tipped with something called a spatula,
so tiny that it is not much larger than the
wavelength of visible light.
And what researchers have found is that the
questions are endless, and students are a tremen-
dous resource.

Undergraduate student Nicholas Wucinich, for
example, a biology major who will graduate in May,
asked: What if the Teflon is under water?

“I didn’t have an answer,” said Alyssa Stark, 31, a
doctoral candidate in the university’s integrated biosci-
ence program. “I also didn’t think the results would be
all that interesting. If they don’t stick in air, why should
they stick in water?”

And so experiments were run, and Stark and her col-

‘ leagues were in for a surprise.

said. “Always listen to your students.”

‘ Dr. Peter H. Niewiarowski, professor of biol-
ogy and integrated bioscience and one of the
Innovation Center, likes to talk about
the Tom Cruise character in the film
“Mission Impossible: Ghost Proto-

“There is animportant moral to this story,” Stark
kron’s Biomimicry Research and

“They stuck,” she said.
\ principal investigators at the University of

at University of Akron

test how lizards fare against Teflon

col,” who with gecko-like gloves was able to
climb the shiny surface of a skyscraper.

Cruise and his sticky gloves helped save
the world.

“Having the ability to climb like a gecko
immediately captures the imagination of
kids and adults alike,” he said. “Why is that
scene so engaging? I suppose it is the degrees
to which it seems so within our grasp. ... Bugs
and geckos can doit. How is it we can’t with all
our engineering and technology prowess?”

While the movie trivializes the application,
Niewiarowski said it helps translate to the
public how important the practical uses of
the gecko sticking-mechanism could be.

There are revolutionary implications, he
said. A material that has the sticking power of
a gecko’s feet could lead to new construction
materials or for bandages or closing wounds
and skin after surgery.

“We use fasteners that are hard to acquire
or involve toxic byproducts that are hard to
recycle,” he said. “What if you can fasten the
corners of walls by using a gecko-inspired
fastener? Then you could break down the
walls and move them around and create a
different living space.”

Niewiarowski said that as they make new
discoveries about the gecko, the possibilities
for application expand.

“I think we really still don’t understand
how geckos deal with wet environments and
remain sticky,” he said. “We don’t know if
they avoid wet surfaces or avoid being active
when surfaces are wet or if they have some
other tricks,” he said. Working with geckos
“that spend all their time in the laboratory”
might in fact be limiting.

Polymer science professor Dr. Ali Dhino-
jwala, one of the researchers, said that as a
scientist who studies adhesion, one of the most
significant challenges is that synthetic sticky
things don’t easily release, as does a gecko
foot pad. For example, he said, duct tape stuck
to itself is nearly impossible to pull apart.

He also is fascinated with the fact that
the gecko foot pads are self-cleaning, which
means they can walk on a dirty surface.

The recent discovery about wet Teflon is
very important, he said.

“It probably should have been obvious,” he
said. After all, they can walk on wet plants.

“Ninety percent of the time I get calls from
companies and organizations to help me de-
sign material which would stick in water,” he
said.

Within the next few months, he said, results
of a new study that was an outgrowth of the
water discovery is expected to be announced
at the University of Akron, Dhinojwala said.

“You will see major products out there,”
Dhinojwala said.

Dr. Peter H. Niewiarowski,

KAREN ScHIELY, AKRON (OHI0) BEACON JOURNAL/MCT

of bie and integrated bioscience at the
ioscience

left, professor of biology
UnlversllyofAkmn and Alyssa Stark, a Ph.D. candidate in the integrated bi
program, right, study a gecko for the adhesive capabilities of their toe pads.
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From left: Philip Peeples, Murry Hammond, Rhett Miller and Ken Bethea.
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Two decades after debut, alt-country standouts Old 97’s still alive and wired

By PRESTON JONES
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

ock 'n’ roll has never been am-
bivalent about aging.

“I hope I die before I get old,”
declared Roger Daltrey.

“It’s better to burn out than to fade away,”
yelped Neil Young.

Even the Beatles — that eternal fountain
of musical youth — were not immune: “Will
you still need me/Will you still feed me/
‘When I'm 64?” queried Paul McCartney.

Now, add to the list another act that re-
fuses to go quietly into that good night,
the Old 97’s: “We’ve been doing this lon-
ger than you've been alive,” Rhett Miller
spits.

That sentiment forms the spine of
“Most Messed Up,” the Dallas-formed
rock band’s latest album, which arrived in
stores Tuesday, two decades after its 1994
debut, “Hitchhike to Rhome.”

The album is a raw, raging and riveting
collection, one astonishingly vibrant for a
band entering its third decade of business,
only in that the band’s youngest member,
Rhett Miller, is the ripe old age of 43.

Growing up and aging gracefully is
something most rock musicians would
rather never do.

It’s a rare species of rocker who is able
to shift from one decade of life to the next
without ever really seeming to arrive as an
adult — the late Lou Reed, for one, comes
to mind — but such a creature is the excep-
tion, not the rule.

A life spent making music has been on
Miller’s mind of late.

Twenty years is a long time to do some-
thing, and reaching that milestone is a
point at which many bands, including the
0Old 97’s, pause ever so briefly to glance
back at what has been accomplished.

“When it came to this stack of songs and
the sort of acknowledgment of the passage
of time, I was nervous momentarily be-
cause I thought, ‘Well, God, nobody wants
to hear songs about being old, but these
songs aren’t about being old, they’re about

the whole life,” Miller says. “The cycle of
starting as a young man and growing into
full adulthood in this crazy, circus life and
the pitfalls that we’ve managed to avoid,
and the pitfalls that we haven’t avoided.
There’s not a lot of rock 'n’ roll perspective
given because (in rock music) so much em-
phasis is placed on youth.”

Which is precisely what sets “Most
Messed Up” apart not only from other
records in the 97’s catalog. With the wea-
riness of songs like “Nashville” and “Wast-
ed,” or the room-clearing fury of the title
track, which closes out the album with a
scream, this one feels earned and lived in,
aband capturing what it does best.

Formed in 1993 by Miller and Murry
Hammond, the Old 97’s became renowned
on the Dallas club circuit for ferocious live
performances that, eventually, caught the
attention of the major labels.

The 97’s, after cutting a full-length and
a split EP with Dallas’ Funland for local
label mainstay Idol Records, jumped to the
Chicago-based Bloodshot Records before

0ld 97’s

Most Messed Up (ATO)

The new album from the Old 97’s
shows you don’t have to be young and
stupid to make great rock 'n’ roll. Being
middle-aged can work, too.

At 43, frontman Rhett Miller might
be old enough to remember Chico Es-
cuela. “Rock 'n’ roll’s been very, very
good to me,” he sings. “Most Messed
Up” is a concept album, that rarity in
these days of downloads, and Miller’s
exuberant embrace of excess and escap-
ism makes for 12 terrific tunes. Guitar-
ist Ken Bethea’s cheerfully frantic fret
work helps establish the mood, and with
ex-Replacement Tommy Stinson sit-
ting in, several songs sound like "Mats
outtakes.

This is ramshackle rock, but not care-

landing at Elektra Records in 1997, and re-
leasing what many fans still consider the
defining 97’s LP, “Too Far to Care.”

“Care” and its scorching lead-off track,
“Timebomb,” brought the band to a new
level of success, including, eventually,
placement in television shows and films.

Yet, for all the initial momentum, the
0ld 97’s, whose contract with Elektra was
a casualty of the 2001 merger between
Time Warner and AOL, never achieved the
stratospheric rock stardom for which the
band seemed so clearly destined.

Why the band never quite broke through
and entered the musical mainstream is a
question that, likely, will never have a sat-
isfying answer.

“Obviously I'm proud of my catalog and
the Old 97’s career, but it is something that

free. Miller sings about oceans of al-
cohol, mountains of weed, the ups and
downs of pill-popping and the charms of
the road, such as motels with free ice.
But he has one eye on the clock, noting
that life’s so short, there’s barely time
to cry. Make room for at least a few of
these three-minute gems.
— Steven Wine
The Associated Press

took a while to get there,” Miller says now.
“There are levels of success and there’s al-
ways a level above the one you’ve attained,
and it’s easy to just long for the one you
haven’t gotten yet, instead of appreciating
the one you have. It took me a long time to
step back and say, ‘Jeez, this is a long ca-
reer and there’s none of it I'm embarrassed
of.’ I feel really good that I get to still keep
doing this on the level I do. And the fact
that it’s just so rare, especially anymore, to
be able to make a living doing this, I'm re-
ally proud of it.”

All of which brings us back to the in-
escapable fact that the band’s members
— Miller, Hammond, Philip Peeples and
Ken Bethea — are now veterans.

They’ve logged millions of miles and
played thousands of shows, from grand
theaters to dive bars, recorded 11 studio al-
bums and made a mark as one of the Lone
Star State’s truly iconic bands.

“I think it’s amazing,” says producer
Salim Nourallah. “Most bands can’t spend
20 minutes together, let alone 20 years to-
gether. They’re a legendary Texas band
now. And I think what this record shows
— a lot of people talk about alt-country,
Americana and the Old 97’s — this is a rock
1’ roll record. The 97’s are a rock band,
and they’re a great rock band. They’ve
continued to push and get better and not
operate in this little box.”

Nourallah, who has overseen the last
three Old 97’s LPs and recorded “Most
Messed Up” with the band at Austin’s
Treefort Studio, along with engineer Jim
Vollentine, considers this latest effort a
high-water mark for the rockers.

“I think every Old 97’s record is re-
strained compared to this one,” Nourallah
says. “It’s more unhinged than anything
they’ve ever done, which I really like about
it, because the 97’s are unhinged live. ... I
think the hardest kinds of records to make
are actually capturing a rock band in all of
its fury.”



Sunday, May 4, 2014 *STARS AND STRIPES®

Pace 17

MUSIC

-
"

<

-
£02i7
1 3, A L1k
e h e e
OOV
. Love & Special Sauce reunite

~ on sweet new album, ‘Sugar’ -
L ¥ . P

In honor of their 20th anniversary, G. Love & Special Sauce have reunited
to record the new album “Sugar.” Pictured: G. Love (aka Garrett Dutton).

EmmETT MaLLoy/Courtesy of Fresh and Clean M

Dance” will get you up off your feet while
“Saturday Night,” “Cheating Heart” and
the title track keep with G. Love’s long-
time themes of good times and getting
over heartbreak.

“Sugar” — G. Love’s first album since
2011’s “Fixin’ to Die” — features appear-
ances from Ben Harper, Marc Broussard
and New Orleans horn player Shamarr
Allen. One track not to miss: “One Night
Romance” pairs G. Love with gospel and
soul singer Merry Clayton.

“Sugar” should give G. Love plenty of
material for a summer tour that starts in
July.

G. Love & Special Sauce

Sugar (Brushfire Records)

It’s been 20 years, and G. Love & Spe-
cial Sauce are still grooving with their
blues-meets-hip-hop sound.

G. Love (born Garrett Dutton), Jimi
“Jazz” Prescott and Jeffrey “House-
man” Clemens made the band’s self-
titled debut album in 1994, winning
over fans with G. Love’s harmonica and
guitar, Jimi Jazz’s stand-up bass and
Houseman’s drums.

The trio is back together on “Sugar,”
with their signature mix of bluesy tracks
and songs with more mainstream ap-
peal.

As the name suggests, “Weekend

— Caryn Rousseau
The Associated Press

Pixies

Indie Cindy (Pixiesmusic)

Twenty-three years is a long
time between drinks, and that’s
what’s passed between the Pixies’
last studio album (1991’s “Trompe
le Monde”) and this handsome
cobbling-together of new EPs,
recorded with original members
(Black Francis, Joey Santiago,
David Lovering) and their pre-
mier producer, Gil Norton. In
this reteaming, with several still-
raw bruises (not to mention their
well-documented shifts in female
bassists), the Pixies’ instrumental
menace and spidery arrangements
are zealously intact, along with
their signature start-and-stop-on-
a-dime dynamics, jangle-crunch
guitars, and Francis’ insistently
icy allusions to grouchy gods and
mopey monsters of all stripes.

Like much of “Indie Cindy’s”
best, a savage song such as “Bag-
boy” would be right at home on
their classic album, “Doolittle.”
Not that Francis’ corrosive kvetch-
es, moans and heated hollers — or
the band’s instrumental wall of
woe — sounds dated. Their feroc-
ity feels particularly fresh yet fa-
miliar on tracks such as “Andro
Queen.” What's updated is the
sound, the way tunes like “What
Goes Boom” and “Snakes” bound
from your speakers, whether spin-
cycle slow or ragingly hyperac-
tive.

— A.D. Amorosi
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Wye Oak

Shriek (Merge Records)

Like them or not, you have to
give it up for Wye Oak in terms
of their sheer artistry and refusal
to play it safe. Rather than at-
tempting to lazily replicate 2011’s
breakout album “Civilian,” the
Baltimore twosome of Jenn Was-
ner and Andy Stack have the pluck
to dive into experimentation, ac-
cepting the risk that they might
fall on their face in the process.
With “Shriek,” the webbing and
tethers of Wye Oak’s safety net are
severed, that ubiquitous element
of modern music and the founda-
tion of the group’s past work — the
guitar — kicked to the wayside.

— Cole Waterman
PopMatters.com
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Dillon Griffith, 82, ri

the past 37 years buildin

his backyard in Sun Valley, Calif.
hoping to have it completed this fall.

PHotos By Ricarpo DEARATANHA
Los AnceLes Times/MCT

Whatever floats his boat

Los Angeles man, 82, has been building a vessel in his backyard since 1977

By Bos PooL
Los Angeles Times

e grew up on the sea. So

maybe it’s only natural

that Dillon Griffith still

has some salt water in
his blood.

Which would help explain why
the 82-year-old retired heavy-
duty mechanic has spent the past
37 years — miles from the ocean
— meticulously assembling a 64-
foot boat in the backyard of his
Los Angeles home.

“The Mystic Rose” has slowly
taken shape on quiet Arminta
Street, a project so ambitious that
it has passed through the genera-
tions with his children, in-laws,
grandchildren and great-grand-
children lending a hand along the

way.

When the boat is finally ready
for its christening — by August or
September, he hopes — it will take
a 32-wheel trailer and a CHP es-
cort just to get it to the water.

“People are already calling up
to charter it,” Griffith marveled.

Griffith plans to launch the boat
in Oxnard, Calif., after a boatyard
puts a special coating of paint on
its hull and reattaches the wheel-
house, which will have to be re-
moved so the 40-ton boat can clear
overhead wires and bridges as it
rolls to the ocean.

Griffith was born on the island
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
where the Caribbean and Atlantic
meet. As a young man, he sailed
a 75-foot island-hopping cargo
schooner around the Caribbean
before coming to the U.S. in 1967.

Once in America, Griffith pur-
chased a 40-foot fishing charter
boat that he kept at the 22nd Street
Landing in San Pedro.

“I finally decided it was just too
small,” he said.

When Griffith set his sails on
building a larger boat, he and his
wife concluded that their home in
Arleta didn’t have a large enough
yard to accommodate his king-size
plans. They snapped up the Sun
Valley property when they discov-
ered its house was large enough to
accommodate the pair’s eight chil-
dren and its half-acre lot was big
enough for his dream boat.

Griffith hired Seattle ship-
builder Ed Monk & Son to draw
up plans for his steel-hulled craft
and built his own dry dock out
of heavy-duty piping. He started

building the boat in 1977, working
from the keel up.

Early on, Griffith and his family
traveled to Montreal to purchase
a battered 1955 Dodge truck with
a small crane attached to it to lift
the hull’s steel plates into place for
welding. “It took 11 days to drive
that truck back here,” he said.

Later, when the twin 600-horse-
power marine engines were hoist-
ed into the rear of the vessel to
power its two propellers, a larger
crane had to be rented. Two gen-
erators have also been installed
to provide electricity for lights,
refrigeration and  navigation
equipment.

“I couldn’t believe he could do
it. Many times I thought he would
just quit,” said his wife, Christine.
“But I told him there was no way

Left: Dillon Griffith chats with his granddaughter,
his boat. Griffith says he has spent $1 million building the vessel.

Patricia Kezart, on

Above: Griffith stands in the engine room of his boat.

he’s going to drop this now, in the
middle of the project.”

There were setbacks along the
way, of course. The U.S. Coast
Guard visited the backyard on
numerous occasions to inspect
Griffith’s work. Once, Coast Guard
inspectors made him rip out the
boat’s internal walls so they could
inspect his structural welding.

Over the decades, everyone in
Griffith’s growing family ended
up lending a hand — new sons-
in-law and many of his 54 grand-
children and great-grandchildren
chipped in.

“Everybody in the family has
been involved with this,” said
daughter Kim Griffith, 48.

Patricia Bezart, a 32-year-old
granddaughter, said she’s proud of
the family’s role. “How many peo-

ple can say their grandfather built
a boat in the backyard?” Bezart
asked.

But even with the free labor,
Griffith estimates he has spent $1
million of his own money on the
boat.

“And I'm not done yet,” he said,
adding it will cost another $50,000
to truck the Mystic Rose to the

sea.

The finished vessel will sleep 25
people on fishing excursions and
will have a refrigerated hold large
enough to handle 10 tons of fish. It
will require a certified skipper to
operate it.

“Police and firemen have come
by to climb aboard and watch me
work,” Griffith said. “Everyone in
the neighborhood has been watch-
ing the boat being built.”
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Original programming
plan in motion for Xbox

By DERrIK J. LANG
The Associated Press

hen it comes to origi-

Dawn,” a “Halo”-based Internet
series released alongside the last
“Halo” game.

Xbox has also partnered with

nal  progr:

Microsoft is going to

throw it at the Xbox
and see what sticks.

After nearly two years since
launching a studio to create new
shows to be streamed on Xbox
consoles, Microsoft is finally
ready to serve an assorted help-
ing of original programming this
summer for the Xbox 360 and
Xbox One. However, viewers
shouldn’t expect Xbox Originals,
as they’re called, to be available
the same way that content is pro-
vided on Netflix and Hulu.

“We don’t necessarily know
what approach will work, and we
don’t necessarily know what ap-
proach won’t work,” noted Nancy
Tellem, the president of Xbox
Entertainment Studios during
a recent press preview of Xbox
Originals at Microsoft’s offices in
Santa Monica, Calif.

Tellem, who previously was
president of CBS Entertainment,
said no decisions have been made
as to how each Xbox series will
be available — either as part of
the $5-per-month Xbox Live sub-
scription, for sale individually
or available for free through ad-
vertising partnerships. She said
an Xbox Originals app would be
added to the consoles’ user inter-
face, and each new Xbox series
might be differently distributed.

Among the shows coming to
Xbox this year are the street soc-
cer docu-series “Every Street
United,” which will be the first
to debut in July, and the six-part
tech-centric documentary series
“Signal to Noise.” The first in-
stallment — “Atari: Game Over”
— chronicles last month’s excava-
tion of a landfill thought to con-
tain copies of Atari’s infamously
bad “E.T.” game.

The studio previously an-
nounced it was working on a live-
action series based on the “Halo”
sci-fi video game, with filmmaker
Steven Spielberg serving as an
executive producer, as well as a
multi-part “Halo” movie to be
executive produced by Ridley
Scott, similar to “Forward Unto

UK. br Channel 4 to
co-produce an eight-episode se-
ries called “Humans,” an English
version of a Swedish show set in
a world where robotic servants
serve human owners.

Other pilots in development in-
clude a reality series starring for-
mer Australian soldier and shark
attack survivor Paul de Gelder;
an adaption of Warren Ellis’ novel
“Gun Machine” about a detec-
tive tracking a serial killer; and
a variety comedy series featur-
ing comedians Sarah Silverman,
Michael Cera, Reggie Watts, Tim
Heidecker and Eric Wareheim.

In addition to “Halo,” Tellem
said Xbox Entertainment Studios
is actively developing additional
shows based on five other Mi-
crosoft Studios game franchises:
long-running historical simulator
“Age of Empires,” sweeping fan-
tasy saga “Fable,” slick racing se-
ries “Forza,” alien shoot-em-up
“Gears of War” and zombie hor-
ror game “State of Decay.”

Unlike such streaming content
providers as Netflix, Hulu and
Amazon, which push content to
multiple gizmos, Xbox Originals
won’t be available to view ev-
erywhere. They’ll be streamed
only on certain devices, mostly
the Xbox 360 and Xbox One, but
possibly other Microsoft doodads,
like the Surface tablet and the
Windows Phone 8.

The move into show business
comes a few years after Micro-
soft first proclaimed that Xbox
consoles — now more than 80
million strong with 48 million
monthly Xbox Live subscribers
— are used less for actually play-
ing games online and more for
listening to music and watching
movies, shows and videos on apps
from such content providers like
HBO, Fox and Twitch.

Sales of the Xbox One, Micro-
soft’s latest console that’s billed
as an all-in-one entertainment
device, have been successful but
lagged behind Sony’s PlayStation
4 since both consoles debuted last
November.

GADGET WATCH

By GrREGG ELLMAN
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

‘any households have Wi-Fi service set
up with the main connection in a home
office.
This extends the coverage well into
a few surrounding rooms. But with more and more
iGadgets entering homes daily, the need to extend
your existing Wi-Fi to dead zones on other floors or
far across the house becomes greater.
One solution could be to relocate your router to
a central point, but a much easier solution is Net-
gear’s AC750 WiFi Range Extender
(model EX6100).
For tech-heads who want specif-
ics, the device supports dual band
Wi-Fi up to 750 Mbps and supports
Wi-Fi devices with 801.11ac, b/g/n.
It’s simple to set up. All you do
is connect to your existing Wi-Fi
(during the setup they have to be
close to each other), wait for lights
to blink, answer a few questions, !
click a few boxes and you’re done.
Then unplug the extender and
put it in your dead zone, and give

your password.

It measures 4.8-by-2.9-by-1.5 inches before you
extend the pair of 3.25-inch antennas, which al-
lows it to be plugged in almost anywhere, included
behind furniture.

I have my Wi-Fi set up in my office, in the far
corner of my house. After setting up the Range
Extender, I went from having a single bar on my
iPad’s Wi-Fi meter to a four full bars.

Problem solved.

Online: netgear.com, $89.99

JoByY/MCT

JOBY’s Pro Sling Strap is designed with a SpeedCinch pulley system for instant camera access.

Wi-fi extender handles dead zones at home

New camera straps from JOBY will be many
a photographer’s new best friend. Joby, a maker
of creative accessories for digital photographers,
has released a few very well-made straps of high-
quality material and hardware for use with most
digital SLR or mirrorless cameras, along with bin-
oculars.

The Convertible Neck Strap ($21.66) has quick
release clips built into both sides to instantly con-
vert it from a neck strap to a smaller wrist strap.

New to the Pro Series is the Pro Sling Strap
($55.99), which is designed with a SpeedCinch pul-
ley system for instant access to the camera.

This allows photographers to wear their
camera over either shoulder or
just around the neck at almost
any level.

A fastening allows the camera
to be instantly adjusted with a
simple pull for the pulley system.

The strap attaches to the stan-

dard thread (Ya-inch-20) on the
bottom of every camera with a
greased bearing piece of hardware
A (included) and tightens with the
help of a coin. This allows a secure
and tight connection, and allows the

: . NErg
ita kfew minutes to v;f\arm UDfaﬂd GEAR camera to rotate a full 360 degrees.
make a connection. A pair of ex- There’s also a camera tether in-
ternal antennas are built on to cluded with the Pro Sling for an ad-
help direct the Wi-Fi. ¥ ditional peace of mind.

After you're all set up, go to Online: joby.com
your brlletsvor_k settings on the f
portable device you want to use The RAZORPLUS frommyCharge
in dead zones, choose the new is true to its name since it’s razor thin
network you set up and put in ""GEAn/Mcr at!/3 of an inch.

What’s more important is it’s a por-

table battery for charging most portable USB

gadgets needing an extra boost of power on the
go.

It comes pre-charged with 3000mAh of battery
power for more than 13 hours of talk time, with a
single USB port in an attractive anodized alumi-
num case.

A four-light LED system is activated by shaking
the battery to test the battery level.

Online: mycharge.com, $49.99

ITUNES MUSIC

Top 10 songs on the iTunes Store
for April 30:

1. “Problem,” Ariana Grande (feat.
lggy Azalea)

2. “Fancy,” lggy Azalaez (feat. Charli
XCX)

3. “"Happy” (from “Despicable Me 27),
Pharrell Williams

4. "All of Me,” John Legend

5. “Hold On, We're Going Home” (The
Voice Performance), Christina Grimmie
6. “Turn Down For What,” D) Snake

& Lil Jon

7. “Me and My Broken Heart,” Rixton
8. “Play It Again,” Luke Bryan

9. “Ain't It Fun,” Paramore

10. “Not a Bad Thing,” Justin
Timberlake

— Compiled by MCT

SPOTIFY MUSIC

The top streamed tracks on Spotify
from April 21-27:

1. John Legend, “All of Me”
2. Iggy Azalea, “Fancy”

3. Kaly Perry, “Dark Horse”

4. Jason Derulo, “Talk Dirty — feat. 2
Chainz”

5. Basille, “Pompeii”

6. Idina Menzel, “Let It Go”

7. DJ Snake & Lil Jon, “Turn Down for
What”

8. Coldplay, “Magic”

9. Aloe Blacc, “The Man”

10. Lorde, “Team”

— Compiled by The Associated Press

ITUNES MOVIES VIDEO GAMES

Game Informer Magazine ranks
the Top 10 games for May:

Top 10 movies downloaded
from the iTunes Store for April 30:

APPS

Top 5 new free apps for April 30:

ANDROID
1. “The Wolf of Wall Sireet” 1. “Dark Souls Il,” PS3, 360, PC : .

" “The Legend of Hercules” 2. “Hearthstone,” PC, 108 3 oy Qo he Questfor Suff
3. “Fruitvale 3. “Kirby: Triple Deluxe,” 3DS 3 Pixelmon Minecraft
Station” 4. "MLB'14: The Show,” PS4, PS3, Vita 4 Stickman Impossible Run
4. “The Secret Life 5. “Child of Light,” PS4, Xbox One, 5. Powerboat Racing 3D
of Walter Mitty" Wii U, PS3, 360, PC '

5. “Frozen” 6. "Mario Golf: World Tour,” 3DS Top 5 free apps for April 30:
6. “American 7. "lego The Hobbit," PS4, Xbox One,

Hustle” pS3, 360 APPLE

7. "August: 8."2014 FIFA World Cup Brazil,” PS3, 1. Microsoft Word for iPad
Osage County” 360 - 2048

8. “Ride Along” 9. “Trials Fusion,” PS4, Xbox One, 3. Microsoft Excel for iPad
9. "Her” 4. Piano Tiles

10. “The
Godfather Trilogy: The Coppola
Restoration”

— Compiled by MCT

360, PC
10. “The Elder Scrolls Online,” PC
— Compiled by MCT

5. Microsoft PowerPoint for iPad
— Compiled by MCT
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Beersel, south of Brussels.

Sven Gatz, head of the Belgian Brewers
federation, stands April 15 behind a Belgian
flag modified to resemble a glass of beer.

ing artisan geuze beer are displayed in an artwork in front of one of the last

PHotos BY Yves LocGHE/AP
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Oud Beersel, in

Brewers seek to rekindle Belgium’s interest in beer

By RaF CASERT
The Associated Press

DWORP, Belgium — The ruby lettering
on the front of the old, corner pub “In de
Welkom” has peeled almost beyond rec-
ognition. Owner Leza Wauters, a tough
87-year-old, is holding on to her business
but can’t say how much longer. Sooner or
later, yet another bar with a warm “Wel-
come” will be gone.

Serving local geuze, triples and pils
beers for generations, the pub has em-
bodied what the drink means to Belgians
— bringing together families and friends
with cheers of “sante” and “gezondheid,”
gulping down tasty suds before ordering
more.

Now, the tables are often empty, a sign
of the hard times many pubs have fallen
upon as Belgians have stopped drinking
beer like they used to. The beer industry,
meanwhile, increasingly has relied on ex-
porting the world-class beers to far-flung
markets.

Not good, they say here.

The Belgian beer federation is trying
to rekindle local interest in the drink with
a “Proud of our Beers” public awareness
campaign, including a tricolor national
flag with the middle yellow turned into a
glass of beer.

“Belgian beer made in Belgium but not
drunk in Belgium is not really Belgian
beer anymore,” said Gert Christiaens,
the owner of the Oud Beersel brewery,
which won a silver medal at the World
Beer Cup last week with his geuze, a sour
beer made through natural fermentation.

“If it is not in their roots anymore and
they cannot pass it on to the next couple

“If it is not in their roots
anymore and they cannot
pass it on to the next
couple of generations,
then we've lost. ?

Gert Christiaens
owner of the Oud Beersel brewery

of generations, then we’ve lost. We can-
not claim the heritage of Belgian beer if
nobody knows about it,” he said.

Beer consumption in Belgium is still
relatively high — at 16.2 gallons per head
annually. But that is a 27 percent drop
since 1992.

In just about any town or village, pen-
sioners can point out the places were bars
used to be, and are now gone. Guidea, the
research institute of the industry, says the
number of drinking establishments has
declined from 38,128 in 1983 to 17,512 in
2012, the last year on record in this na-
tion of 10.5 million.

Exports, meanwhile, have risen, from
5.47 million hectoliters in 2000 to 11.69
million a dozen years later, to account for
roughly two-thirds of production now.

Sven Gatz, the head of the Belgian
Brewers federation, said the overall trend
is not good for the local industry.

“You cannot be a strong beer country
only exporting beer,” he said at his gilded,
baroque headquarters on one of Europe’s
finest squares, the Brussels Grand Place,
proof of the exalted status beer has in this

country.

It’s not only about boosting current
sales, but about preserving for the future
the identity and national heritage that
had made the Belgian beers famous in
the first place, he argued. In a globalized
market, that identity is valuable.

Leza Wauters remembers the good
times well. “Oh, we had more than S0
cafes in Dworp,” she said of the bucolic
village 10 miles south of Brussels, part of
ahilly area of pastures whose landscapes,
and beers, figured in the paintings of the
famous artist Breughel. “It was incred-
ible — it was almost like everyone had a
cafe.”

Now the village’s pubs can be counted
on two hands, she said.

Her granddaughter, Barbara Danis,
fondly remembers time spent at the “In
de Welkom” but recognizes its days may
be numbered. Most clients are of an older
generation that used to congregate daily
in the pubs but that is now fading away.

“You used to have card players who
came here every day,” she said. Now, her
grandmother complains, those games are
over.

Younger clients are tough to attract be-
cause they prefer to enjoy drinks at home.
They move around mainly by car — and
have to heed modern drunken-driving
laws — whereas clients in older times
would walk to their local pubs. Laws pro-
hibiting smoking in pubs also have hurt
business.

Siene Verhelst, who ducked into the “In
de Welkom” to order an amber Westmal-
le trappist beer, pondered: “You are lucky
to be here, because this can be over next
week.”
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Jury: Samsung infringed Apple patents

By PauL EL1As
The Associated Press

SAN JOSE, Calif. — A Califor-
nia jury awarded Apple $119 mil-
lion — far less than it demanded
— in a patent battle with Sam-
sung over copying of smartphone
features, and the jury made the
victory even smaller by finding
that Apple illegally used one of
Samsung’s patents.

The verdict was a far cry from
the $2.2 billion Apple sought
and the $930 million it won in a
separate 2012 trial making simi-
lar patent infringement claims
against older Samsung products,
most of which are no longer for
sale in the United States.

The jury found that Apple had
infringed one of Samsung’s pat-
ents in creating the iPhone 4
and S. Jurors awarded Samsung
$158,400, trimming that amount
from the original $119.62 million
verdict. Samsung had sought $6
million.

“Though this verdict is large

by normal standards, it is hard
to view this outcome as much of
a victory for Apple,” Santa Clara
University law professor Brian
Love said. “This amount is less
than 10 percent of the amount
Apple requested and probably
doesn’t surpass by too much the
amount Apple spent litigating
this case.”

The award may be adjusted
slightly in favor of Apple. Jurors
were ordered to return to court
Monday to continue deliberations
on a minor matter that could re-
sult in a higher award for Apple.
Because the jury was still empan-
eled, jurors were prevented from
talking publicly about the case.

Samsung spokesman Lauren
Restuccia declined comment, cit-
ing the ongoing deliberations.

Apple declared Friday’s verdict
a victory.

“Samsung willfully stole our
ideas and copied our products,”
Apple spokeswoman Kristin Hu-
guet said. “We are fighting to de-
fend the hard work that goes into

beloved products like the iPhone,
which our employees devote their
lives to designing and delivering
for our customers.”

Unlike the first trial in San Jose
federal court in 2012, Samsung
lawyers made Google a central
focus of their defense. Google
makes the Android software that
Samsung and other smartphone
manufacturers use as their oper-
ating systems. Samsung argued
that Google was Apple’s real
target.

More than 70 percent of smart-
phones run on Android, a mobile
operating system that Google Inc.
has given out for free to Samsung
and other phone makers

Both companies now will try to
urge the judge to remove the oth-
ers products from store shelves
in the U.S. Love and other ex-
perts say that neither company
is expected to succeed with those
demands.

“So far, Apple has been unsuc-
cessful at doing so and, without
a sales ban, this case is unlikely

to move the needle on the larger
battle between Apple and An-
droid,” Love said.

The verdict marked the lat-
est intellectual-property battle
between the world’s top two
smartphone makers. Apple and
Samsung have sued each other in
courts and trade offices around
the world.

The jury of four men and four
women delivered its verdict in the

Military rates
Euro costs (May 5).

outh Korean won (May 6;
ommercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar
British pound...

South Korea (Won).

latest case after delib-
erations on April 29.

May 2, 2014
Dow Jones -45.98
industrials 16,512.89
Nasdaq 255
composite 4 123 99
Standard & -2.54
Poor’s 500 1,881.14
Russell 2.83
2000 1,128.80

rland (Franc)
Thailand (Baht)

available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For

nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate

30-year bond .
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The first Stars and Stripes was produced by
Union soldiers during the Civil War. In 1861,
using the facilities of a captured newspaper
office in Bloomfield, Mo., they ran off a one-page
paper.

Stars and Stripes was revived during World War I.

Our first edition appeared in Paris on February 8,
1918. Produced weekly by an all-military staff,
the paper served the doughboys of the American
Expeditionary Force (AEF), under General of the
Armies John J. Pershing.

The newspaper ceased printing at the war's end,
only to enjoy a second renaissance. Starting on
April 18, 1942, a small group of servicemen
began publishing a four-page weekly Stars and
Stripes in London. They sold each copy for
“tuppence” (two English pence or about 5 cents)
and in no time doubled their page count to eight
pages, printing daily instead of weekly.

The first edition of Stars and Stripes published
during World War Il featured an interview with
Gen. George C. Marshall, Army Chief of Staff.
Marshall quoted Gen. Pershing, World War |
Commander of the AEF, who said that Stripes
had been a major factor in sustaining morale.
Stars and Stripes also found a special champion
and protector in Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower,
Supreme Allied Commander and later president
of the United States. Eisenhower enforced a

RECOGNIZED

for U.S.

Independent News
Military

Whenever They Fight
and Wherever They Live

theComm

hands-off policy in regard to Stars and Stripes
that continues to the present day.

Operations expanded, following Gls to the
battlefront to bring them the news. During the
war, Stars and Stripes published as many as 32
separate editions, with page counts running up
to 24 pages per issue.

At one time, Stars and Stripes had up to 25
printing locations in Europe, North Africa, the
Middle East and the Pacific. The Pacific edition
was launched a week after VE day (Victory in
Europe, May 8, 1945).

In the years that followed World War Il, Stripes
reporters and photographers continued to join
American troops in the field. Throughout the
Korean and Vietnam conflicts, Stars and Stripes
published the news. The paper was there in the
1990s during Operations Desert Shield, Desert
Storm, and Provide Comfort and in Bosnia and
Kosovo.

From the 2003 outset of Operation Enduring
Freedom, Stars and Stripes was there to report
firsthand. The war in Afghanistan continues to
receive steady coverage. And during Operation
Iraqi Freedom, Stripes reporters embedded with
military units in Kuwait and Iraq, as well as on
Navy ships in the region.

FOR EXCELLENCE

As the “ 1 " for servi

bers, government civilians and their families in
Europe, the Middle East and the Pacific, Stars
and Stripes offers the same types of national
and world news, sports and opinion columns
found in newspapers in the United States.

Stripes.com coverage ranges from breaking
military news reported from bases around the
world to local DODDS high school sports. The
paper is also also available online in PDF format.

Stars and Stripes is available for iPhone and
Android smartphones and a Tablet Edition is
available for the Apple iPad.

Washington, D.C., hosts the Central office, where
the editions are transmitted to printing facilities
in Spain, Germany, Italy, UK, Japan, South Korea,
Guam, Afghanistan, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait,
Kyrgyzstan, and Djibouti.

Stars and Stripes also publishes several
weeklies (in Okinawa, Guam, Kanto Plain and
Korea) designed to serve the needs of their
respective military communities.

A U.S. edition comprised exclusively of Stars and
Stripes reports from around the world launched
in 2008 to serve servicemembers who have
returned from overseas tours. The U.S. edition
is published in partnership with commercial
newspaper publishers who serve communities
with large military populations.

2011 John Reagan “Tex” McCrary
Award for Excellence in Journalism —
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation

2009 min Editorial & Design Awards —
Editorial Print / Special Supplement: HEROES 2009;
Custom Publication Design: Stripes GAMER

2005 Military Reporters and Editors Awards -
Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation)
Recipient: Steve Liewer

Photography: Terry Boyd

? 2013 National Headline Awards —

Second Place: News Series
(Forever After: A Warrior Wounded;
A Family Challenged)

2010 Military Reporters and Editors Awards —
Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation)
Recipient: Jon Rabiroff

2007 Military Reporters and Editors Awards —
Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation)
Recipient: Monte Morin

2013 min Best of Web: Redesign —
Honorable Mention
Stripes UK website

2004 American Legion Excellence
in Journalism Award —

Ground Truth Series

2010 National Headliner Awards —

First Place: Public Service (Forcing Change) —
Third Place: News Series

(Coming Home: The Men of Triple Deuce)

2006 Military Reporters and Editors Awards —
Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation)
Recipients: Monte Morin, Joe Giordono;
Honorable mention: Nancy Montgomery
Photography: Fred Zimmerman

2011 Military Photographer of the Year —
Honorable Mention
Recipient: Joshua DeMotts

2003 Scripps Howard Foundation
National Journalism Award —
First Amendment, Finalist

STARSKASTRIPES.
e

2011 Sigma Delta Chi Award —
Breaking News Photography (Newspaper
Circulation 100,001+ or Affiliated
Website/National Magazine)

Recipient: Laura Rauch: “For those
I'love | will sacrifice”

2009 George Polk Awards in Journalism —
George Polk Award for Military Reporting
Recipients: Charlie Reed, Leo Shane Il
and Kevin Baron

2006 NAA ACME Award of Excellence —
Youth Oriented Ad Series/Campaign:

Stripes GAMER;

Entertainment Promotions: Tales from the Crib
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Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

X

myafn.net
Auto racing
Aaron’s 312
Nationwide Series
At Tallade?a Superslpeedway
dega, Al
Lap lengtl
(car s)

number n'paren hese:
Friday’s qualifying results
1. (54) Sam Hornish Jr., Toyota, 186.783
mph.
(1) Elliott Sadler, Toyota, 186.776.
(20 Darrell Wallace Jr., Toyota, 186.729.
. (16) Ryan Reed, Ford, 184,08,
- (43) Dakoda Armstrong, Ford, 183.998.
. (22) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 183.441.
- (3) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 183.262.
. (60) Chris Buescher, Ford, 183.007.
. (99) James Buescher, Toyota, Lez2856.
(z) Bnan Scott, Chevrolet, 182.7:
Brendan Gaughan,

.(m) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 182.188.
. (98) David Ragan, Ford, 186.645.
3 (10) Elake

(AA) Davld tarr, Toyota, 1
Jamie Dick, Chevrolet, 185.639.
(14)Emc VicCiure, Toyota, 185.625.
. (19) Mike Bliss, Toyota, 185.52.
. (42) Kyle Larson, cnevm\et 134 459.
. (6) Trevor Bayne, Ford, 18
. (23) Robert Richardson Jr chewolet

8(46) Matt DiBenedetto,

- 40)Josh Wise, Chevrolet, 18754
. (91) Jeft Green, Toyof .
. (74) Mike Harmion, Dodge, 186.816.
(9 RyanSieg, Cheuroles 186536

G Dylan Kiastiewski, Chevrolet,

Chevrole(.
182.

17;
Chevrolet,

‘DNP
2t

18

(75) Tommy Joe Martins,
. (85) Bobby Gerhart, Chevrolet, 186.467.
. (5) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 185.294.
. (7) Regan Smith, Chevrolet, 185.24.

3 Dodge,
3
3
33, (s1) Jeremy 'Clements, Chevrolet,
34.
35
36.
3

(38) 1.J. Yeley, Dod . 183501,
@a)carlLong, Dodog,
o) Gk Chcurplet 181967,
& RSBt Chevrotet, Gwner
g
38."(87) Joe Nemechek, Toyota, Owner
s,
39.(4) Jeffrey Earnhardt, Chevrolet, Owner
s,
7 Tanner Berryhill, Dodge, 165.495.
ﬁl\ed

alify
84 Chad Boat, Chevrolet, 185.237.
42.(70) Derrike Cope, Chevrolet, 184.363.

Football

Arena League
NATI(:AI’IAI. CONFERENCE
fest

) Pct PF
Arizona 5 D 0 1.000 392 321
Los Angeles 240 .333 222260
San Antonio 160 .43 311387

Pacific Division
Spokane 420 .667 344 285
San Jose 430 .571 380309
Portland 150 .167 232303

AMERICA ONFERENCE

B sion
W LT Pc F P
Orlando 52 0 .714 425406
ampa ae/ 340 .429 372397
Jacksonville 240 .333 311298
New Orleans 150 .167 240 341

East Division
Cleveland §9°0 1000 301234
Philadelphia 330 .500 320 347
Pittsburgh 3 3 0 .500 324 269
330 .500 271288

lay’s games

u
Arizona at Jacksonville
Ehiadelphiaatittsburch
Portland at Tampa Bay
lowa at San An(omc

Spokane at Los Angeles

F|ght schedule
turday, May 3
MGM Gr nd Garden Arena, Las
Vegas (SHO). Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs.
larcos Maidana, 12, for Mayweather’s
WBC-WBA Super World welterweight
Amir Khan vs. Luis Collazo, 12,
i Adrian Broner vs. ‘Carios
Molina, 10, junior welterweights; I'Leon
Love vs. Marco Antonio Periban, 10, su-
per mldd\ewelght
C bu Clty, Phl\lpplnes, Johnrfel\
es, 12
Caswmerc s IEF]unlorﬂywewght title; Har-
monito Dela Torre vs. Gadwin Tub\gon,
12, super featherweights.

Wells Fargo Championship

PGA Tour

riday
At Quail Hollow Club Course
charloue, N.C.

Yardage: 7,562; Par: 72
Second Round

Martin Flores
Angel Cabrera

88

ustin Rose
hawn Stefani
.B. Holmes:
evin Kisner
artin Kaymer
tewart Cink

Charles Howell Il
Roberto Castro
Jim

cott Langley
evin Streelman
john M

Vijay Smgh

Hideki Matsuyama

rendon de Annge
aniel Summerhays
anny Lee

es Roach

ud Cauley
ason Kokrak

arl Pettersson
cott Brown
rendan Steele
artin
ndrew Svoboda
avid
icky Barnes
Mark Wilson
Pat Perez
im Hermar
ronson La cassle
ed Potter,
ohnson’ Wagner
ustin Hicks'

RRRRRR

Rcbert A\Ienby
Y.E. Yan
Biian Davis

Failed to qualify
ichard H. Lee
reg Chalmers

PERTC FPU BN
EEEE]

S S e T e ST I T

amie Lovemar

Y
ing Brewbaker

TR A A A 4

Thorbjorn Olesen
hris S

7
7
7
7
7
7
7

Andrew Loupe
avid Lingmerth

oe Ogilvie
ohn Peterson
roy Merritt
eter Malnati

. Points
immy Walker
arren Clarke
rendon Todd
ick W
ichorms Trampson
obert Karlsson
Steve Marino
il Mackenzie
tuart Appleby
en Curtis
cott Stallings
revor jmmelman
im Wilkinson
ustin Bray
Lucas Glover
Harison Frazar
Jason

Morgan offmann
Jamie Donaldson

-77

Rniret Romero
Padraig Harrington
Harold Varner Ill

At bbb bbb

Gonzalo Fdez Castano

Tyrone vanAswegen
j:]amllo Villegas

Frank L\ckhter n

William Mcgirt
James Hahn

Ben Kohles

476,

1-79-150
4-76—150
3-77-150
7-73-150
3-77-150
6-74—150
5-76—151
8-73—151
9-72—151
4-77-151
6-76—152
8-74—152
3-79-152
7-76—153
5-78—153
8-75—153
5-78—153
9-74—153
8-76—154 +1
5-80—155 +1

33
3
L
&
&

-80—159 +1:

North Texas Shootout

LPGA Tour

ErrrEb bbb bbbt

riday
At Las Cnlinlas Country Club Course
as

Purse: $1.3 million
lage: 6,410; Par: 71

ge
Second Round
a-denotes amate
Meena Lee
Laroling Masson

Suzann Pettersen
Kim Kauf

Felicity Johnson
Megan McChrystal
Azahara Munoz
Pornanong Phatlum
Thidapa Suwannauura
Katherine Ki

Na Yeon Choi
Jennifer Johnson
Jee Young
V\cmrla Ehzabelh
Brittan

Mina Harigae
Karine icher
Jennifer Song

Jessica Korda
Sarah Jane Smith
Stacey Keating
Sydnee Michaels
Lorie Kan

Megan Grehan
Christel Boeljon

Amy Anderson

ue Kim
Toamna Kiatten
Paola Moreno

Mi Hyal

Alejandra Llaneza

Alison Walshe
Karen Stupples

Haeji Kang

2

R

The Championship
at Laguna National

PGA Europe

Saturday
At Laguna National Golf

and Country

Singapore

Yardage: 7,1
Purs

15

Panuphol Pittayarat
Anders H:
Robert-Jan Derksen

om
Rahil Gangjee
Felipe Aguilar

Johan Edfors
Anirban Lahiri
Baek Seuk-hyun
Arnond Vongvanij
Scott Hend
Antonio Lascuna
Alexander Levy’
Craig

Club

Pa.rl 72 (36-36)

EEEEE LA bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb

BERRERRRRR

3-68-69—200
7-66-67—200
-67-67—202
-68-70—202
-70-67—203
-67-68—203
-67-71-204
-67-72—204
-72-67—205
-67-68—205
05
-67-72—205
-69-71-205
-65-73—205
-69-60—206
-66-70—206
-68-66—206

MLS

EASTERN CONFERENCE
w Pts

Portugal Open

L T Pts GF GA AtEstadie Nacmnal
Columbus 13 1210 7 Ogiras, Portug
Spumngkansasmy 322 11 9 6 PurmMen.559MW,Women.5150000
D.C. United 322 110 8 Surface: Clay-Outdool
NewEngland 33211 7 9 quart
erfinals
New York T O\:Jalr(eéf\?a?s Tomas Berdych . caech
Houston 3i% 28 4 Repu 4|c, lef. Leonardo Mayer, Argentina,
Philadelphia 135 8 911 Carlos Berlocg, Argentina, def. Milos Raonic
Montreal 143 6 7 14 (2,Canada,T-5,6-
Chicago 016 610 11 Dantel GimeNo-Traver, Spain, def. Marcel
pai
W L T Pts GF GA Victor Hanestu, Romania,def. Gastao Elas,
Seattle 52 1 16 18 12 Portugal,6-1,7-5.
FC Dallas 521 16 18 14
Real Saft Lake 305 1413 8 Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay,and David Marrero
322 11 9 o9 (O Spain, def. Matthew Ebden, Australia, and
Vo 3 3 % 10 1 19 DmitryTursunov, Russia, 6-4,
Los Angeles 212 87 4
San Jose 123 6 6 7 gles Sermfinals
Chivas USA 143 6 8 14 Carla Suarez Navarro (1), Spain, def. Irina-
Portland 35 Camelia Begu, Romania, 7-6 (3), 6-1. Svetlana

0 5
ote: Three points awarded for a wctory,
one point for a tie.
aturday’s games

New England at Toronto FC

San Jose at Vancouver

Real Salt Lake at Chicago

Los Angeles at Colorado

Philadelphia at Seattle FC

D.C. United at Portland

Houston at Chivas USA

unday’s games.
New York at FC Dallas
Columbus at Sporting Kansas City
Wednesday, May 7

Columbus at Houston

FC Dallas at Seattle FC

Colorado at San Jose

Saturday, May 10

D.C. United at Philadelphia

Sporting Kansas City at Montreal

Chicago at New

Varnasiver at Colambus

FC Dallasat San Jose

, May 11

Los Angeles at Portiand

Chivas USA at Colorado

Seattle FC at New England

Real Salt Lake at Houston

Kuznetsova (7) Russia, def. Elena Vesnina (8),
Russia, 6-
oubles championship
Cara Blac ck Zimbabwe, and Sama Mirza (1),
India, def. Liezel Huber, United States, and Lisa
Raymond (3), United States, 6-4, 6-3.

BMW Open
Thursda;
At MTTC ||

Munich
Purse: $590,000
rfa:E'

itos

(WT250)
ay-Outdoor

inals
Fabio anmm (1), e e Fhomaz bel
\ucc\ arazn
2:55), cermany, def. Andreas
R e
Martin Kizan, Siovakia, de. Denis Istomin,
Uzbekistan, 7-6 (3), 1-
AL erard St Garmany, def. Ricardas
Beraniis Lithuania,

'S Sem
ritain, and John Peers (3),
utorac, United Slales and
Raven Kidasen (1) South Africa, 7-6 (3), 6
olin Fleming, Britain, and Ross Huwnms.
Britain, def. Dustin Brown, Germany, and Julian
Knowle, Austria, 6-3, 6-

Jamie Murray,
ralia, def. Eric

Transactions

Friday’s Transactions
BASEBALL
American Leagne
BALTIMORE ed RHP
Evan Meek to Norfolk (IL) Recal\ed RHP
m Norfolk.

CLEVELAND INDIANS Placed 2B J;
day DL. Reca\led INF
Jose Ramirez from Columbus (IL).

DETROIT TIGERS — Agreed to terms
with RHP Joel Hanrahan on a one-year
contract and placed him on the 15-day
DL. Sent RHP Mike Belfiore outright to
Toledo (IL,
HOUSTON ASTROS — Agreed to terms
with LHP Tony Sipp on a one-year con-
tract. Optioned RHP Paul Clemens to
Oklahoma City (PCL). Transferred RHP
Jesse Crain to the 60-day DL.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Placed LHP

Grant Green from alt Lake (PC
2 aesd oF Aar-
DL Recalled LHP
DBgrs parnell from Rochesler a.
TORONTG VS — Recalled C
Erik Koty Jrom. Buttalg, (L) Optioned
RHP Chad Jenkins to Bufalo
ational League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — fecalled
OF Alfredo Marte from Reno (PCL). O
tioned OF Tony Campana to Reno.
_ATLANTA BRAVES — Agreed to terms
with 3B Chris Johnson on a three-year
contract from 2015-17.
COLORADO R

OCKIES — Placed INF Josh
Rutledge on the 15-day DL, retroactive to
April 28. Recalled INF Ryan Wheeler from
Colorado Springs (PCL).

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Recalled

uquer
tioned RHP Red Patterson to Albuquer-

U NILWAUKEE BREWERS, — Placed RHP
Jim Henderson on the 15-day DL Recalled
eb Gind| from Nashville

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Agreed toterms
with RHP Odrisamer Despaigne on a mi-
nor league contract.

SKETBALL
Na(lollal Baskelball Associatiol
ended Memphia £ zach
Randolpn one game for punching Okla-
homa_ City < Steven Adams in the jaw
during a game; Fined Brookiyn
Goach Jason Kidd $55,000 for public crid-
cism thhe officiating.

ORLANDO MAGIC — Exercised team
options and extended the contracts of
general manager Rob Hennigan and
Zoach Jacaue Vaughn through the 2015-
16 season.

National Football League
F Uspended Carolina DE Frank
Alexander for the first four games of
the 2014 regular season for violating the
league’s substance abuse policy.
CINCINNATI BENGALS — Waived QB
Zac Robinson
‘CLEVELAND BROWNS — Exercised the

2015 option on DL Phil Taylor.
MIAMI DOLPHINS — Waived/injured
OT Jason Weaver.
SAN_ FRANCISCO 49ERS — Exercised
the (2015 contract option on LB Aldon

"SETTLE SEAHAWKS — Named Will
Harriger offensive assistant, Chris Mor-
gan assistant offensive line coach and

Chad Morton assistant special teams
coach. Announced Nate Carroll will as-
sume the role of assistant wide receivers
coach and John Glenn quality control/
defense coach. Agreed to terms with LB
O'Brien Schofield and CB A.J. Jefferson.

Declined to exercise G James Carpen-
ter’s fifth-year contract option for the
2015 season.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Agreed to terms
with WR Brian Robiskie on a one-year
contract.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Exercised
2015 option on LB Ryan Kerrigan.

KEY

National Hockey League
NEW YORK ISLAI Named Brent
Thompson coach of Bndgeport (AHL).

INDYCAR — Fmed Andreltl Autosport-
HVM $2,000 for infractions by rookie
Carlos Munoz's pit road crew during
mekApm 27 race at Barber Motorsports
Park.

OLYMPIC SPORTS

USADA — Announced sprinter Tyson
Gay accepted a one-year suspension
and returned the silver meda\ he won in
e men’s 400-meter rela
Olympics after he lested pos ve for a
rohibited substance. The one-year ban

Gay accepted loss of results dating to
July 15,2012.
socc

Major League Soccer

— Suspended Vancouver G Paolo
Tornaghi one game and fined him an un-
disclosed amount for entering the field
of play in the 04th minute of the April 26

game against Real Salt Lake. Fined D.
e P Hadle Sohmaon an undhsclosad
amount for_hands to the face/head of
FC Dallas D Zach Loyd during an April 26
me.

OLLE
— Announted freshman men's

basketball F Sean Obi is transferring

from Rice.

LA SALLE — Promoted Sean Neal to

men's assistant basketball coach

MARYLAI ted men’s sopho-
more Daaketball @ Setn Rien RN
ease,
N.C. STATE — Announced the resig-
nation of women’s tennis coach Hans
Olsen.

SAMFORD — Named Al DelGreco men'’s
golf coach.

SAN JOSE STATE — Named Mike
Lepore and Tyler Ojanen men’s assistant
basketball coaches

GURI-KANSAS CITY — Named An
dre McGee men's assistant basketball

co
UNG-GREENSBORO — Named Chad
Pearson track/cross country coach.
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Jaguars don’t expect to have Blackmon in ‘14

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The
Jacksonville Jaguars expect to be
without suspended receiver Jus-
tin Blackmon all season, maybe
even longer.

General manager Dave
Caldwell said Friday it would be
“relatively surprising” to have
Blackmon back on the field this
fall.

“It’s not something that we’re
counting on,” Caldwell said at the
team’s annual predraft luncheon.
“It would be something that would
be relatively surprising. Haven’t
gotten a whole lot of updates from
the league where he’s at or from
Justin, to be honest with you.”

Blackmon is suspended indefi-
nitely without pay for repeated vi-
olations of the league’s substance
abuse policy.

He was previously suspended
the first four games of last year
for violating the policy. He played
four games before getting sus-
pended again — at least for a
year.

But the Jaguars aren’t counting
on Blackmon to return after eight
games in 2014.

NFL rules prohibit the team
from having any contact with
Blackmon — aside from texts
— during his suspension.

“Without having contact, we
just have to protect the team
now,” coach Gus Bradley said.
“We’ve got to do what’s right for
the organization so we have to
continue to move forward and
project that. We've got to get
some guys in here at that spot and
that’s why you’ve heard Dave talk
about wide receiver is a need be-
cause of that. Now, if everything
works out to get him back, that’s
OK. We always will love to get
very talented players in here. But
it’s hard. But we just have to keep
going forward.”

Blackmon caught 29 passes for
415 yards and a touchdown in the
four games he played last season.
He was the team’s leading receiv-
er during that stretch.

In other NFL news:

Sanc Tan/AP

Jacksonville Jaguars general manager Dave Caldwell said on
Friday that it would be “relatively surprising” to have suspended
wide receiver Justin Blackmon, above, back on the field this fall.
Blackmon is suspended indefinitely without pay for repeated

of the NFL

b

® The greatest players and
coaches in NFL history believe
openly gay defensive end Michael
Sam, who is expected to be draft-
ed next week, will be accepted in
the league.

Lions running back Barry
Sanders, Buffalo coach Marv
Levy and other members of the
Pro Football Hall of Fame ap-
plauded Sam’s courage to step for-
ward, and said with no hesitancy
that the former Missouri player
will be welcomed by whichever
team selects him.

Levy, who led the Bills to four
straight appearances in the Super
Bowl, said Saturday at a “Fan
Fest” event that his only consid-
eration in drafting Sam would be
“is he the best guy at his position
when we’re on the board?”

Hall of Fame cornerback Mi-
chael Haynes said the timing
of Sam’s decision to reveal his
sexuality is good because pre-
vious generations were not as
open-minded.

policy.

B The Buffalo Bills could iden-
tify a new owner within three
months, a person familiar with
the sale process told The Associ-
ated Press.

Two people have also told the
AP that at least one prospective
ownership group has already
toured potential new stadium lo-
cations in Buffalo. Both people
spoke on condition of anonymity
because the sale process has not
been made public.

The updated timetable has led
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to speed up
the state’s efforts to secure the
franchise’s long-term future in
the region.

The state intends to hire a con-
sulting firm over the next week
to produce a report within three
months that would be issued to
prospective owners. The report
would identify potential stadium
sites and outline public financ-
ing options that would be made
available.
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Stiviano speaks about
Sterling, recording

V. Stiviano says Donald Ster-
ling’s racist comments on an
audio recording leaked to the
public were not the first by the
Los Angeles Clippers owner in
conversations with her.

“There’s been a number of oc-
casions where Mr. Sterling and
I had conversations just like this
one. This was one of very many,”
Stiviano told Barbara Walters on
ABC’s “20/20” in an interview
that aired Friday night. “Part of
what the world heard was only
15 minutes. There’s a number of
other hours that the world doesn’t

cording that she should not post
online photos of herself with black
people, including basketball great
Magic Johnson, or bring black
people to Clippers’ games.

The recording, which an attor-
ney for Stiviano said was leaked
by a third party, led to public out-
cry across the country and the
NBA. Some sponsors dropped the
Clippers and others re-evaluated
their relationship with the NBA.

On Tuesday, NBA Commission-
er Adam Silver banned Sterling
for life, fined him $2.5 million
and urged league owners to force
him to sell the team. A three-
quarters vote by the NBA owners
is required to force him to sell.

Though Stiviano told Walters
that Sterling should “absolutely”
apologize, she said she still loves
him like a father figure and does
not believe he is a racist.

“I think Mr. Sterling is from a
different generation than I am,”
she said. “I think he was brought
up to believe these things ... seg-
regation, whites and blacks. But
through his actions he’s shown
that he’s not a racist. He’s shown
to be a very generous and kind
man.”

Stiviano said that since the
ban, Sterling has felt confused,
alone and not supported by those
around him.

Bruins distance team
from racist tweets

BOSTON — The Boston Bru-
ins and Mayor Marty Walsh con-
demned racist slurs about P.K.
Subban that hit social media after
the Montreal defenseman scored
in the second overtime of their
playoff game Thursday night.

Bruins President Cam Neely
issued a statement Friday calling
thetweets “racist” and “classless.”
He said they came from an “igno-
rant group of individuals” who do
not reflect the organization.

Walsh said in a statement that
the tweets were “a disgrace.
These racist comments are not
reflective of Boston, and are not
reflective of Bruins fans. I've said
before that the best hockey in the
world happens when the Bruins
and Canadiens play each other,
and there is no room for this kind
of ignorance here.”

Subban, who is black, scored
twice and the Canadiens won 4-3to
take a 1-0 lead in the best-of-seven
Eastern Conference semifinals.

Tossed toilet bowl kills
Brazilian soccer fan

SAO PAULO — Police say a
soccer fan was killed when he was
struck in the head by a toilet bowl
hurled from stadium stands as
supporters of rival clubs clashed
in northeastern Brazil.

A police officer in the city of
Recife said Saturday that the
clash occurred Friday night at
the Arruda stadium after a match
between Santa Cruz and Parana.
He spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because he was not authorized
to speak to the press.

The officer said fans ripped
three toilet bowls out of stadium
restrooms and threw them from
the stands. He said one hit and
instantly killed a fan he identified
as Paulo Ricardo Gomes da Silva.

The incident comes six weeks
before Brazil hosts the World
Cup. Four tournament games are
scheduled in Recife, but in a dif-
ferent stadium.
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American League Red Sox 7, Athletics 1 eveland 3 s 7 5 3 36

Oakland Boston Bzgpczynsid % 1 0 0 11

st [ ab r hbi ab rhbi - Shaw R
altimore - Crispcf 400 0 Pedroia2b 32 24

Bt i bres 015 weana 1518 A ORI

n nldsn .0rtiz
Tampa Bay 2% oo 1 2000 Napolily 3011 " azar pitched 'to 1 Batter in the 6th.
oronto Cespdslf 301 0 GSizmrlf 51 10 WP=Cleto, Shaw. PB—Y.Gomes. T—

) Callaspdh 30 0 0 Bogartsss 4120 A—15518 (42,487).

troit - Reddckrf 300 0 Przynsc 4221 y
Kansas City 3 Gentryph 10 0 0 Mdirks3b 40 00 Pirates 6, Blue Jays 5
hicago 4 S0 ¢ 2120 Brdiyircf 2111
Minnesota 4% DNorrsph 10 0 0 Toronto _ Pittsburgh i
Cleveland ) A Sogard2b 200 0 ab r hbi ab r hbi
West Division Punioph20.2 0 0 0 Reyesss 511 0 Tabatarf 40 10
Oakland 1 621 — tals 3215 0 Totals 347117  MeCarrif 50 1 0 Sadlerp 0000
exas 13 552 Oaland 001 000  000—1 000 0 JHrsnph 1000
Los Angeles 14 500 3% ston 020 004 O01x—7 Bautistrf 512 1 Melncnp 00 00
Seattle 15 1444 EJaso (1), Buchholz (1. DP—Oakland  Encrmc1d 40 1 1 Nwalkrob 4 3 3 0
Houston 19 345 8 1, Boston 1. [OB—Oakiand 8, Boston 10. Fmese3p 3110 AMccter 5032
25 Cespedes (&) Pedroia (10, DOrtiz () Cecilp 0000 PAz3b S122
i izemore (4), Bradley —Jaso ntos p nchz 1l 1
National League B HR=pearola (1) S5~Pedrora Uawrio 2304 1 2 0 LDavisph 10 00
East Division H R ER BB SO Rasmscf 411 2 SMartelf 5141
- s onang IR, 1888 s 1o 4s
Atlanta K - orrow ercer s
Washington 12 586 % SAgﬂ‘d‘YU'Z ageos 233 sl h 1011 Coep o 1000
New vork 13 53% 2 Ao %09 3 9 1?2 Delaarp 0000 Jjuwisnp 0000
14 517 2% ero w3 o1i11 etz 2) 100 0 Sniderph-rf2 0 10
Phlladelphla 14 481 3% P°° 2 3 1 1 1 2 JTotals 38510 5 Totals 40617 5
Central Division omeranz g Toronto 100 211  000—5
Milwaukee 700 — Pittsbu 011 010 003—6
st. 500 6 Buchhu\zWZZ 6 3 1 1 35 s when winning run_scored.
Eneinnat 48 70 Miller %0 0 0 0 2 E—Gsancher (b DR Toranto 3 LoBe
Pittsburgh 379 9% Nl 1z 00 00 Toronto § Pitisburgh 10 28—Bautista
hicago 370 9% Breslow 0.0 0 1 1 2 (), Encarnacion Qo Francisco (1),
West Divi WhLBuchholz 2. T 337, A-34850  Lacrle (2), Tabata (3), 2 (4,
San Francisco 621 — (37,499). AMcCutchen (9). 38— StToIIeson ey
o Rnge 2 I B EIRS 2 () Encamacion 0,
05 Angeles i eyes (1), Encarnacion
San Diego 233 5% (_;'a"'s 2, Braves 1 AMcCutchen (4).
Arizona, 313 9% San Francisco Atlanta H R ER BB SO
ab r hbi abrhbi oo
Thursday’s Games Pagancf 41 1 1 Heywrdrf 50 30 lorrow 5 11 3 3 1 2
Tampa Bay 2, Boston 1, 1st gam pence rf 010 BUptoncf 5010 panotyc % 800 01
A Badgers's, Minnesota 4 15t game Poseylb 400 0 Fremnip 40 11 Doabarh! 2988
A. Dadgers 4, Minnesota 3, 12 n- Romo 0000 Juptonlf 3000 ceaM8 oo Z 1 3% 93
nings, 2nd g Morself 412 1 Clhnsn3b 40 00  3nosLi-2Bd:
Bammores. Pntsburghl 1st game JPerezlf 000 0 Smmnsss 40 10 Pittsburgh
Seattle 4, N.Y. Yan Sandovi3b 40 1 0 RPena2b 3000 Cole 5
Tampa Bay 6, dottons 2n dg HSnchzc’ 4010 Lardc 3110 JuWison 1
Baltimore & bittsburgh 1, 151 gam BHicks2b 301 0 Minorp 2010 2
Baitimore 6, Pittsburgh 5, 10 Anings, X BCrwirss 30 1 0 Doumitph 10 00 Me\anconwll 1
2nd g incem 1000 Thomsp 0000 Delabar
Toronto 7, Kansas City 3 Biuw KosTROUN/AP  Adrianzph 00 0 0 Varvarp 00 00 Morrow, Cole, Sadler.
Tirchnad 6 Mitwaukee 3 The Tampa Bay Rays’ Sean Rodriguez hits an RBI-double in th Aty 8008 jaidrp 9000 (52
incinnati 'Wau ee e Tampa n riguez an in the Casillap 000 0 Kimrelp 0000
Colorado 7. N.Y. Met Pkl : : o - 0 Gattisph 1000
14th inning of Friday’s 10-5 win over the Yankees in New York. Betphib 19099 Gattisph 1000 Marlins 6, Dodgers 3
Cleveland 12, cﬁw:ago White Sox 5 san Francisco 100 001 000—2 LosAngeles ~ Miami i
_Tampa Bay 10, N.Y. Yankees 5, 14 in- ta ooa 010 000—1 ab r hbi ab r hbi
nings Rangers 5, Angels 2 Brewers 2, Reds 0 anta 1 LOB—San Francisco Dordn2b 513 1 Yelicnlt 3111
Pittsburgh 6, Toronto 5 Los Angel Milwauk "cincinnati 7, Rtanta 13 A= Pagon G, Morcs 0. uig rf 301 1 Dietrch2b 3100
Boston 7, Oakland 1 Texas 0s Angeles . Milwaukee ; Cincinnati SB—BUpton (6), LUpton (4). S—Lince:  HRmrzss 400 0 Stantonrf 4011
Baltimore 3, Minnesota 0 ab r hbi ab r hbi ab r hbi . ab r hbi  cym, Adrianza. AdGnzilb 30 0 0 McGeh3b 40 2 1
Detroit 8, Kansas City 2 Choolf 413 2 HKndrc2b 50 1 CGomzcf 40 1 0 Heiseylf 4010 P H RER BBSO Ethierct 301 0 sitimchc 3221
Houston's, Seattle 4, 11 innings DRrtsnlf 00 0 0 Troutci 501 Gennett2b 40 0 0 Vottolb 30 10 5 Kempph-cf 10 0 0 Gloneslb 41 31
Texas 5, L.A. Angels z Andrusss 50 1 1 Pujolslb 40 2 Lucroyc 403 0 Frazier3b 40 10 S_ananng 6 1 1 3 4 Olvoc 4110 Oznacf 4000
Chicago Cubs 6, St. ABeltre3b 30 0 0 Ibanezdh 40 0 ArRmr3b 30 0 0 Brucerf 4000 Ll;cildfumwv -1 6, S 4 8 3 3 Crwirdifi 4001 Hehurss 4010
Washington 5, Phuladelphuaz Fielderlb 41 1 0 Freese3b 11 1 Overaylb 411 0 BPenac 4000 A E_"tns K 88 8 9 % Figins3b 200 0 Koehlerp 2000
Miami 6, LA. Dodger: Rios rf 412 2 Istewrt3b 100 KDavislf 40 0 0 Cozartss 3000 CasilaHS ¢ 0o ngp 000 0 Rhhnsnph 11 11
Mitwaukes 3, Cininnati 0 DMrph2b 40 0 0 Greenph-3b1 0 0 Gindirf 301 0 Berndncf 3000 ROmMoSSS 1 Vnslykph 100 0 Marmip 00 00
San Francisco 2, Atfanta 1 LMartncf 411 0 400 Segurass 310 0 RSantg2b 20 00  Atlanta Beckettp 200 0 MDunnp 00 00
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MLB STATISTICS

American League Smoak sea
TEAM BATTING Dozier Min
AB HR RBI Ave
Detroit 524 113 227 '18 108 278  fndrus Tex
Chicago 1059 159 285 33 147 269  acabrowaCle
Baltimore 926 122 253 21 119 267 CARTerE O
New York %6 117 250 26 108 263 {CaSOHAL
Texas 91 119 250 16 109 .260 >emien
Oakland 1023 149 264 28 138 258 Lawrie Tor
Kansas City 948 110 242 12 102 .255 SwisherCle
LosAngeles 1011 151 258 38 145 .255  Pinto Min
Toronto 4 134 254 35 127 253  Fielder Tex
Tampa Bay 1037 130 262 25 122 253  FreeseLAA
Boston 1015 125 249 23 116 .245  Almonte Sea
Minnesota 938 138 228 20 124 243  Rasmus Tor
Cleveland 954 118 226 21 112 237 pe AzaCWS
eattle 926 105 213 23 98 230 gumilier Sea
Houston 964 93 205 29 87 213 apicks min
INDIVIDUAL BATTING P
B TR T HR RBI Av antana Cle
AlRamirez CWS 11 To 354 Moustakas KC
Wieters Bal 8 18 354  Carter Hou
Viciedo CWS 9: 337 IbanezLAA
MeCabrera Tor 12 11 336
RDavis Det 7 333 ERA
Ellsbury NYY 10; 4 13 330 oakland 294
Rios Tex. 1 7 14 327 KansasCity 3.
oney. : Y
Choo Tex 5 3 peatte 37
Trout LAA 11 316 Boston FES
VMartinez Det 8 315 g
orHunter D 8 306 LosAngeles  3.79
LMartin Tex 9 305 Baltimore 419
Markakis Bal 11 304 Texas
Navarro Tor 9 301 Cleveland 4.23
Alackson Det 8 300 TampaBay 426
Napoli Bos 10: 298 New York 432
NCruz Bal 101 297 Toronto 4561
Infante KC 101 297 Houston 473
Bautista Tor 101 297 i
Solarte NYY 85 S04 nicago 500
HKendrick LAA 11 292
Kinsler Det 10; 201
Hosmer KC 11 291
Joyce TB 7 289 Venturakc
Altuve Hou 12 289  Gray Oak
Pujols LAA 11! 287  JChavez Oak
Longoria T8 11 286 Scherzer Det
ubel Min 9 286 Kazmir Oak
KSuzuki Min 7 286 Buehrle Tor
Lowrie Oak 1 284 Tanaka NYY
Cano Sea 1 283 vargas KC
Mauer Min I 282
Donaldson Oak 1 23 Dgo  yerlanderDet
Bogaerts Bos 1 280 v LAA
Colabello Min 1 27 79 Richards!
DavMurphy Cle 18 278  parvish Tex
Zobrist TB 119 277  Peavy Bos
DelJennings TB 101 277 MPerez Tex
AEscobar KC 4 10 277 Elias Sea
Pedroia Bos L 10 276  Lester Bos
Plouffe Min 1 19 276  Shields KC
Eaton CWS 14 276  Cwilson LAA
Aoki KC 1 274 Skaggs LAA
MiCabrera Det 16 273 Keuchel Hou
Brantley Cle 103 1 23 272 porcello Dot
Zunino Sea 13272 Tiimansal
Aybar LAA 1 14 260 G ReR
ADunn CWS 12 268 MO
JAbreu CWS 1 133 267 utchison Tor
Gardner NYY 267  Lackey Bos
Crisp Oak 0 11 .263  Ross Jr Tex
AGordon KC 10 8 14 262  BNorris Bal
YGomes Cle 8 3 10 261 Weaver LAA
Alones Bal 1 9 14 261  Quintana CWS
Cespedes Oal o 7 16 261 KiuberCle
allaspo Oal 15 .
ASoriano NYY 1 11 25 WehenBa
Beltran NYY 1 13 255  pricoTB
Moss Oak 21 253 gugs i
Encarnacion Tor 1 17 25 Quibnel
e 250 Masterson cle
CE@.‘Z'@ Bal 1 { :%33 JohDanks CWS
Ackiey Sea 11 247  HSantiago LAA
Villar Hou 241 Straily Oak
Myers T8 1 13 241  Dickey Tor
cager Sea 15 239 sabathia NYY
YEscobar T8 1 239 PHughes Min
Fowler Hou 1 237
BButler KC 106 1 11 23 KurodaNvy
Schoop Bal 10 235 Cosartton
BRoberts NYY 1 235 GosAn ol s
Kipnis CI 4 1 12 234 ‘; h IZ
Mbominguez Hou 4 1 10 234  Oberholtzer Hou
Castellanos Det 3 14 233  Doubront Bos
Reddick Oak 6 1 233 Nolasco Min
Bradley Jr Bos 1 13 233 salazarCle
McCann NYY 1 12 229 Correia Min
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MLB

AL roundup

Pedroia’s grand slam lifts Red Sox past A’s

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Dustin Pedroia
spent the first month of the season
just one home run shy of 100 in his
career.

Pedroia reached the milestone
with a little panache, hitting a
grand slam in the sixth inning and
propelling the Boston Red Sox to a
7-1 win over the Oakland Athletics
on Friday night.

“I was pretty excited to hit a
home run. It’s been a while,” said
Pedroia, who had gone 160 at-bats
without one.

The skid ended when the Red
Sox truly needed it, clinging to a
2-1lead on a night when both clubs
were failing to drive in runs.

Pedroia drove an 0-2 pitch out
to left field in the sixth inning for
his second career grand slam and
first homer since Sept. 17.

“Honestly, I was just trying to
drive one run in,” Pedroia said.
“As a team, we've been scuffling
a little bit with guys on.”

NL roundup

Chantes -Knu.l-A/AP
Boston Red Sox’s Dustin Pedroia
watches his sixth-inning grand
slam leave Fenway Park against
the Oakland A’s on Friday.

The grand slam put Boston up
6-1 and the cushion was plenty
for Clay Buchholz (2-2), who shut
down the team with the top record
in the American League.

Buchholz pitched 6 innings,
allowing one run on three hits and
striking out five. He walked three
and got himself out of several jams
as the A’s left five on base and were
0-for-7 with runners in scoring po-
sition against Buchholz.

“We hit some balls hard. We hit
alot of balls hard, actually — right
at people and then didn’t get some
hits when we did have some guys
on base,” Oakland manager Bob
Melvin said.

John Jaso scored Oakland’s
only run, coming in on a wild pitch
after leading off the third with a
triple.

Boston was having its own
struggles with runners on before
Pedroia came through in the sixth
off of reliever Ryan Cook. Xan-
der Bogaerts and A.J. Pierzynski
started the sixth with back-to-back
singles off Dan Otero, who began
the inning. Otero struck out Will
Middlebrooks, then walked Brad-
ley to load the bases with one out.

Cook relieved Otero and got Pe-

droia down 0-2, before he cleared

the bases with a shot that just

cleared the Green Monster. As
Bob Melvin

whether the ball cleared the yel-

low line before a fan touched it and

lost the appeal.

The milestone homer put him in
elite Red Sox company as only the
second player in franchise history
with 100 home runs and 100 stolen
bases. Pedroia, who stole his 121st
career base in the first inning,
joins Carl Yastrzemski (452 home
runs, 168 steals).

“They told me that after the
game. That’s crazy,” Pedroia said.
“I guess I'm getting old. But just
having your name anywhere said
with his is an accomplishment.”

Rays 10, Yankees 5 (14): Wil
Myers and visiting Tampa Bay
broke loose in the 14th inning
while holding Derek Jeter to an
0-for-7 night, outlasting New York
for a wild win that ended near 1
a.m. at Yankee Stadium.

Tigers 8, Royals 2: Rick Por-

Cubs solve Wainwright to beat Cards

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Anthony Rizzo
wasted little time in getting to
Adam Wainwright.

Rizzo hit a two-run single in
the first that ended Wainwright’s
scoreless streak at 25 innings, and
the Cubs beat the St. Louis Cardi-
nals 6-5 Friday for their third win
in four games.

“I’'m not trying to do too much,”
Rizzo said. “See the ball and hit it,
really try to swing at the pitches I
want to hit, not pitcher’s pitches.
Especially with Wainwright, his
stuff is so good he’s going to eat
you alive.”

Wainwright (5-2) had allowed
six runs in 45 innings coming in,
but the Cubs matched the runs
total in just five innings against
the St. Louis ace, who gave up 10
hits. His ERA rose from 1.20 to

“They did a nice job of spoil-
ing some pitches,” Cubs manager
Rick Renteria said of his batters.
“You've got to give them all the
credit. They grinded out some
at-bats today and reaped some
benefits.”

The scoreless streak was one
inning shy of the career high for
Wainwright, who had not allowed
an extra-base hit since April 12
against the Cubs in St. Louis.

“He’s been incredibly consis-
tent through this season so far. ...
You can see pitches were just on
the edge and not where he wanted
them or weren't getting called,”
Cardinals manager Mike Matheny
said. “It’s a frustrating day when
he knows our guys put some of-
fense up for him and we just can’t
stop them. He limited the damage
and figured out ways to keep us in
it. We had some chances.”

St. Louis Cardinals catcher Yadier Molina

out

CHarLes Rex ARBOGAST/AP

0 Cubs’ Nate Schierholtz off a throw from

second baseman Mark Ellis (3) on a fielder’s choice hit by Welington Castillo during the fifth inning on
Friday at Wrigley Field in Chicago. The Cubs won 6-5.

Rizzo added a leadoff home run
in the fifth that put Chicago ahead
6-3. Welington Castillo had three
doubles for Chicago, which sent
the skidding Cardinals to their
10th loss in 16 games.

Travis Wood (2-3) gave up three
runs — two earned — and six
hits in seven innings but allowed
just one runner in his final three
innings. Justin Grimm gave up
Jhonny Peralta’s two-run homer
in the eighth, Hector Rondon
pitched a perfect ninth for his sec-
ond save.

Cubs centerfielder Ryan Swee-
ney made a catch on the run in the
eighth on a drive to right-center by
Allen Craig. Sweeney injured his

right hamstring and was replaced
by Emilio Bonifacio, who moved
from second.
“It was great determination,”
Renteria said. “Hammys hurt.”
Marlins 6, Dodgers 3: Surpris-
ing Tom Koehler outpitched Josh
Beckett and host Miami extended
its home winning streak to seven
games by beating Los Angeles.
Giants 2, Braves 1: Michael
Morse and Angel Pagan homered,
Tim Lincecum allowed one run
over six innings and San Francis-
co beat host Atlanta.
Diamondbacks 2, Padres O:
Bronson Arroyo and two relievers
held punchless San Diego to three
hits and Aaron Hill hit a two-run

single to lead visiting Arizona over
the Padres in a matchup of the bot-
tom two teams in the NL West.
Rockies 10, Mets 3: Char-
lie Blackmon homered among
his three hits, Jorge De La Rosa
pitched effectively for six innings
and host Colorado beat New York
for its sixth win in seven games.

Interleague

Pirates 6, Blue Jays 5: Pedro
Alvarez hit a tying two-run homer
off Sergio Santos in the ninth in-
ning and Starling Marte following
one out later with a winning drive
into the bullpen in left-center as
host Pittsburgh beat Toronto.

cello cruised through seven in-
nings and visiting Detroit battered
Kansas City right-hander James
Shields again in the opener of a
three-game set.

Orioles 3, Twins 0: Ubaldo Ji-
menez struck out a season-high 10
over 7' innings for his first win
with Baltimore, and Nelson Cruz
hit a two-run homer to pad the
lead against host Minnesota.

Indians 12, White Sox 5: Mi-
chael Brantley homered and drove
in three runs, Carlos Santana also
went deep and host Cleveland
broke a six-game losing streak
with a win over Chicago.

Rangers 5, Angels 2: Shin-Soo
Choo and Alex Rios homered in
the sixth inning against winless
Hector Santiago and Texas beat
host Los Angeles to end a four-
game losing streak.

Astros 5, Mariners 4 (11):
George Springer singled home the
winning run in the 11th inning to
give host Houston a victory over
Seattle.

Scoreboard

FROM PAGE 26
Rockies 10, Mets 3

New York Colorado
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Brassard lifts Rangers with OT goal

By WiLL GRAVES
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — The best line
on hockey’s busiest team hardly
looked gassed.

The way Derick Brassard and
Benoit Pouliot were furiously
pouring in overtime goals, the
New York Rangers didn’t exactly
look like they needed a day off.

Brassard beat Marc-Andre
Fleury 3:06 into overtime — with
Pouliot bizarrely doing the same
seven seconds later — and the
Rangers stunned the Pittsburgh
Penguins 3-2 in Game 1 of the
Eastern Conference semifinals
Friday night.

The winner officially went to
Brassard, whose wrist shot from
in front beat Fleury cleanly but
caromed back onto the ice. Refer-
ee Steve Kozari waved it off, how-
ever, and play continued before
Pouliot slammed the puck into a
wide open net moments later for
good measure.

“I found out way later (Bras-
sard) got the goal,” Pouliot said.
“Good for him. We’ve been play-
ing well against Philly and now
tonight. We deserved that.”

Pouliot and Brad Richards
gave the Rangers an early 2-0
lead. Henrik Lundqvist stopped
34 shots and stuffed a late Pitts-
burgh breakaway in the final
seconds of regulation. The line of
Pouliot, Brassard and Mats Zuc-
carello combined for 14 points in
New York’s four regular-season
meetings with the Penguins.

They were the best trio on the
ice on a team barely 48 hours re-
moved from a wearying seven-
game victory over Philadelphia
in the opening round.

“Since Christmas they’ve prob-
ably been our most consistent
line,” Rangers coach Alain Vi-
gneault said. “They’ve got real

GeNE J. Puskar/AP

Pittsburgh Penguins goalie Marc-Andre Fleury (29) allows the game-winning goal in overtime by Derick
Brassard (not shown) as New York Rangers’ Benoit Puliot (67) skates by on Friday in Game 1 of their
Eastern Conference . The

semiifinal series in Pittsburgh.

good chemistry. They read off
one another and support one an-
other well and ... they scored two
in overtime.”

Lee Stempniak and James Neal
scored for the Penguins. Fleury
made 24 saves but was helpless
on the winner.

“It was just a big pile of guys
and I was trying to find the puck
out of it,” Fleury said.

Pittsburgh star Sidney Crosby
was held without a goal for the
12th straight playoff game as the
Rangers took away much of the
open ice where Crosby likes to
operate.

“It could’ve went either way,”
Crosby said. “I don’t think we
played a full 60 (minutes).”

Not exactly.

The Rangers were supposed to
be exhausted after outlasting the
Flyers in the opening round, not
advancing until a 2-1 victory in
Game 7 on Wednesday night.

Instead, it was the well-rested
Penguins who appeared to need
anap.

Pouliot gave New York the lead
5:04 into first period, capitalizing
on a Pittsburgh turnover then
splitting Penguins defenseman
Olli Maatta and Matt Niskanen

Rangers won 3-2 and lead the best-of-7 series 1-0.

before firing a wrist shot that car-
omed off Fleury’s right arm and
into the net.

Richards doubled the lead late
in the period with his third and
easiest goal of the postseason.
Carl Hagelin beat Maatta to a
puck in the corner and fed it to
Richards, who had enough time
in front to go from his backhand
to his forehand and flip the puck
by an overmatched Fleury.

The Penguins camein4-0inthe
playoff series against New York.
Now the Rangers find themselves
in control with a welcome day off
before Sunday’s rematch.

Scoreboard
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Kane’s two goal powers Hawks by Wild in Game 1

By Jay CoHEN
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Right about the
time the Chicago Blackhawks got
into trouble Friday night, it was
showtime for Patrick Kane.

Kane scored two goals in the
third period, including a terrific
dash through the Minnesota zone
for the tiebreaking score, and the
Blackhawks beat the Wild 5-2 in
Game 1 of the Western Confer-
ence semifinals.

Bryan Bickell also scored twice
for the Blackhawks, who have won
five in a row after losing their
first two playoff games. Marian
Hossa had a goal and two assists
in the first game for the defending
Stanley Cup champions since they
closed out St. Louis on Sunday.

“We weren’t as sharp as we'd
like to be,” Hossa said. “But as the
game went on we improved. But I
still think we can play better than
we did. Huge win for us.”

Game 2 of the best-of-seven se-
ries is Sunday.

The Wild showed no sign of any

fatigue just two days after their
dramatic S5-4 overtime win in
Game 7 of their first-round series
against Colorado. Playing in the
second round of the postseason for
the first time since 2003, Minne-
sota used third-period goals from
Clayton Stoner and Kyle Brodziak
totieit at 2.

“We had some good moments in
this game, but what it came down
to we weren’t complete enough
in this hockey game,” Wild coach
Mike Yeo said. “We weren’t com-
plete enough collectively and
individually.”

Brodziak’s third goal of the
playoffs on a slick pass from Erik
Haula silenced the sellout crowd
of 21,116 with 13:04 left, but Kane
then electrified the United Center
once again with his 33rd playoff

oal.

goal.

The flashy wing carried the
puck into the Minnesota zone, hes-
itated as teammate Patrick Sharp
skated behind him, and then split
Brodziak and Brodin on his way
to the net. He finished the play by
roofing a backhand over goalten-

goalie

rey C

Nam Y. Huw/AP
Minnesota Wild’s. Dany Heatley (15) shoots against Chicago

during the first period in Game 1

of their second-round series in Chicago on Friday.

der Ilya Bryzgalov’s left shoulder
at 8:22.

“He’s so calm with the puck in
tight spaces and he makes shots
that not a whole lot of people can
make,” Sharp said. “That back-

hand is a good example of it. The
thing I like about Kaner the best is
the big stages, he always seems to
put one in.”

Kane then celebrated by yell-
ing “Showtime!” twice and pump-

ing his right arm as the delirious
crowd cheered wildly.

“Did it look like I said that?
Sometimes I don’t even know what
I'm saying,” said Kane, who won
the Conn Smythe Trophy for play-
off MVP last season. “I was pretty
pumped up after that one. You
kinda get in your own little world.
I don’t even know what I said, to be
honest with you.”

Kane added his fifth goal of the
playoffs on a nice pass from Ben
Smith, and Bickell had an empty-
netter as Chicago pulled away.

“Kane just made a great play,”
Wild forward Jason Pominville
said. “We generated a lot of op-
portunities. That’s the frustrating
part. We could have put them away
and we weren’t able to do it.”

Minnesota went 0-for-3 on the
power play in a disturbing sign
after it struggled with the man ad-
vantage in its first-round playoff
series against Chicago a year ago.
The Wild were unsuccessful on all
17 power-play chances when they
were eliminated by the Black-
hawks in five games in 2013.
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Portland’s Damian Lillard shoots the ga

GREG WAHL-STEPHENS/AP

Parsons during the last

inning shot ove:
.09 seconds of Game 6 of their first- mlmd piayuﬂ series in Portland Ore. on Friday. The Trail Blazers
'won the series 4-2 with the 99-98 victory.

Blazers ellmmate Rockets

Lillard’s late three
sends ‘Rip City’
to second round

BY ANNE M. PETERSON
The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — Damian
Lillard couldn’t believe when he
got a clear look at the rim.

With the final buzzer about to
sound, he took his shot.

“I got my feet squared up
and it felt real good leaving my
hands,” Portland’s point guard
said. “Once I saw it on line, I said,
‘That’s got a chance.”

Lillard’s shot fell and the Trail
Blazers stunned the Houston
Rockets 99-98 to take their play-
off series in six games and ad-
vance to the Western Conference
semifinals for the first time in 14
years.

In the frenzied postgame cel-
ebration, Lillard took the public
address microphone and shouted
“Rip City!” The hometown crowd
roared.

Portland, making its first play-
off appearance since 2011, had
been eliminated in the first round
in its last six trips, and hadn’t ad-
vanced to the second round since

“It’s a great feeling,” said fel-
low guard Wesley Matthews. “I'm
excited for Portland, of course
excited for us. The grind of the

GREG WAHL-STEPHENS/AP

The Rockets’ Jeremy Lin, left, and Dwight Howard react to a foul call
during the final minutes Friday’s Game 6 loss to the Trail Blazers.

season: You're a competitor, you
want to win, you want to play, you
want to advance, you want to be a
champion. ... It’s unbelievable.”

Dwight Howard made four
consecutive free throws to tie the
game at 91 before making a bank
shot that put Houston ahead with
3:04 to go. Robin Lopez scored on
a tip shot to give the Blazers a 94-
93 lead with 2:15 left, setting up a
wild finish.

Howard’s layup and foul shot
put the Rockets back up 96-94
before Nicolas Batum’s fadeaway
jumper tied it again with 39.9

seconds left. Chandler Parsons
scored on a reverse layup with
0.9 seconds left to give Houston
the lead.

Lillard prevented the series
from going back to Houston with
his 3-pointer as time ran out. He
finished with 25 points.

The Trail Blazers said Lil-
lard is the first player to make a
buzzer-beating shot to win a play-
off series since John Stockton’s
3 that led Utah over Houston in
1997’s Western Conference fi-
nals, according to the Elias Sports
Bureau.

Heat: James’ gang has time to
rest after sweep of Charlotte

FROM BACK PAGE

Top-seeded Indiana finds itself
mired in a titanic struggle with
the six-games-under-.500 Atlanta
Hawks as that series heads toa de-
ciding game Saturday, while the
Brooklyn Nets will need to win a
Game 7 on the road after staying
alive against the Toronto Raptors
with a victory Friday night.

With all those superb teams out
West, well, by the time the car-
nage is done on that side of the
bracket, it’ll be a wonder if anyone
has the strength to put up much of
a fight against mighty Miami.

So, enjoy this while you can.

There’s not going to be nearly
as much suspense after the calen-
dar flips to June.

For now, Miami is resting up
for the conference semifinals
after blowing out Charlotte in four
straight games — by far the most
ho-hum of the opening-round se-
ries. The Heat are saying all the
right things, but they’ve surely
taken stock of what’s going on in
the rest of the playoffs.

Start with Indiana, a team that
fought hard for home-court ad-
vantage with an eye on getting
payback against the Heat after
losing to them in a seven-game
conference final a year ago. The
way things are going for the Pac-
ers, they’ll be fortunate to make
it that far, despite finishing two
games ahead of Miami during the
regular season.

Sure, Indiana survived Game 6
in Atlanta, closing with a 16-4 run
to pull out a series-tying 95-88
victory, but the Pacers are no lock
to wrap things up on their home
court, having lost there already
not once, but twice in the series.
The Pacers may play at a field-
house named after an insurance
company, but you wouldn’t want
to buy a policy from this bunch,
not with their questionable tough-
ness and enormous problems
matching up with a team that
likes to run and spread the court.

Even if they beat Atlanta, we
can go ahead and scratch the
Pacers off the list of potential
challengers.

Brooklyn was the only other
team in the East that could pos-
sibly present any hassles for the
Heat. The Nets have two grizzled
veterans from Boston’s last title
team (Paul Pierce and Kevin Gar-
nett) and a definite sense of how to
beat Miami, having won all four
of their meetings during the regu-
lar season — three of them by a
single point. Just the sort of gutsy
group that could present a serious
challenge to LeBron & Co.

The Nets beat the Raptors 97-
83 to even that series 3-3, but the
old-timers will have to win the
decisive game on the road Sun-
day to get a shot at the Heat in the
next round. If Toronto advances,
the Heat should breeze through
to the conference finals; their last
loss to the Raptors was sometime
around the time when real rap-
tors roamed the Earth (OK, not
quite that long, but Miami has
won 15 straight against Toronto,
14 of those since assembling the
Big Three of James, Chris Bosh
and Dwyane Wade).

CHuck BuRTON/AP

Top-seeded Indiana’s recent
struggles have left LeBron
James and the two-time
defending champion Miami Heat
without any clear competition for
the Eastern Conference crown.

The other remaining team in
the East is Washington, which
knocked off Chicago in a five-
game series and beat Miami two
out of three times during the
regular season. The playoffs are
a different animal, or course, and
the on-the-rise Wizards aren’t
quite ready yet to match up with
a team of the Heat’s caliber when
it really matters.

The Western Conference, of
course, has plenty of teams that
stack up favorably with the Heat
when judged simply on a head-to-
head basis. Top-seeded San Anto-
nio should’ve beaten Miami in the
2013 NBA Finals and put up the
best record in the league this sea-
son. Right behind the Spurs were
Oklahoma City and the Los An-
geles Clippers, both of which also
won more games than anyone in
the East.

But the depth of quality in
the West will likely be its undo-
ing before the championship
series. San Antonio and all its
aging stars are heading to Game
7 against eighth-seeded Dallas
after a 113-111 loss Friday night.
OKC has been forced to overtime
four times by Memphis and faces
a deciding contest on Saturday
— though the Grizzlies will be
without suspended forward Zach
Randolph in the series finale. The
Clippers are going the distance
against Golden State, though it’s
certainly tempting to root for
LA’s other team now that racist
owner Donald Sterling has been
banished from the league.

All of which provides some
compelling story lines at the mo-
ment, but just makes things that
much easier for the Heat down
the road.

“I believe this is a great direc-
tion we’re going in right now,”
James said after sweeping the
Bobcats. “In four games, we
played championship-level bas-
ketball and we got tested ... and
the way we responded was a
championship-type attitude.”

Just the right attitude for this
bunch.

Go ahead and give ‘em the
three-peat.
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Tony GuTIERREZ/AP

Fans cheer as the Dallas Mavericks’ Monta Ellis celebrates after scoring and being fouled by the San
Antonio Spurs in the second half of Game 6 of their first-round playoff series on Friday in Dallas. Ellis
scored 12 of his 29 points in the fourth quarter as the Mavericks rallied to win 113-111.
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Ellis, Mavs force
deciding Game 7

Dallas rallies past Spurs in fourth

By ScHUYLER DixoNn
The Associated Press

DALLAS — Monta Ellis is
headed to his first Game 7, and
DeJuan Blair gets a chance to
play his old team in San Antonio
one more time after all.

Dallas star Dirk Nowitzki will
return to the site of one of the best
moments of his stellar career.

Ellis scored 12 of his 29 points
to lead a fourth-quarter come-
back that also got an energetic
boost from Blair in his return
after getting suspended, and
the Mavericks forced a deciding
game in their first-round series
with top-seeded San Antonio,
beating the Spurs 113-111 on Fri-
day night.

“Put all of our chips on the
table and see what happens,” said
Ellis, whose three-pointer put

eighth-seeded Dallas ahead for
a good at 94-92 with 5 minutes to
go.

Tony Parker matched Nowitzki
with 22 points to lead the heav-
ily favored Spurs, who are stuck
in a tossup series after they won
all four games against the Mav-
ericks during the regular sea-
son and had a 10-game winning
streak against them after taking
the opener.

The only other time these teams
played a Game 7, Nowitzki had an
improbable three-point play to
force overtime in San Antonio in
2006. The Mavericks went on to
win the second-round series and
reached the NBA Finals for the
first time in franchise history.

“Well, it’s the ultimate thrill,”
said Nowitzki, who is 4-0 in Game
7s in his career. “Nothing malters
anymore. Just this one game.”

Nets top Raptors to stay alive

By BriaN MAHONEY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Deron Williams
had the Brooklyn Nets speeding
toward a Game 7 when suddenly
everything stopped.

He had just crashed to the court
with what looked like yet anoth-
er ankle injury. Kevin Garnett
waved for help, and Williams
slowly began limping back to-
ward the bench. Then he decided
to stay in.

For all the big names and big
salaries on the Nets, Williams
knows they aren’t going any-
where unless he leads them.

Williams shook off his second-
half injury to score 23 points and
Brooklyn forced a seventh game
in its first-round series by beat-
ing the Toronto Raptors 97-83 on
Friday night.

“I think that just shows lead-
ership and toughness, and that’s
what he did tonight for us,” Nets
coach Jason Kidd said.

Despite spraining his left ankle
early in the third quarter, Wil-
liams dominated his matchup with
Kyle Lowry and helped the Nets
put it away with a tl

thre
with 1:13 left that made it 92 79

Game 7 is Sunday in Toronto,
with the winner advancing to face
defending champion Miami.

Itbecame the fourth first-round
series ticketed for a do-or-die
game in these playoffs, with the
Atlantic Division champion Rap-
tors trying to get by a Nets team
that still has a chance to reach the
high expectations it had entering
the season.

But it can’t be done without
Williams, who has scored 20
points in all three Nets victories
in the series.

Frank FRANKUIN II/AP

's Andi iril and Toronto’s DeMar DeRozan, right,
fight for oonlrol of the ball during Game 6 of their opening-round
playoff series on Friday in New York. The Nets won 97-83.

“In the three games we’ve won,
I've beenreally aggressive getting
into the paint, making things hap-
pen, not only scoring the ball but
making the extra pass,” Williams,
who has battled ankle problems
the last two seasons, said after
limping up to the postgame po-
dium, “and so I know that’s what
my team needs so me to do.”

DeMar DeRozan scored 28 for
the Raptors, who will have to go

the distance if they are to win a
seven-game series for the first
time in franchise history. They
haven’t won any postseason se-
ries since 2001, and never really
had a chance to wrap this one up
after falling behind by 26 points.

“We should’ve known they were
going to come out throwing hay-
makers and we weren’t ready for
it until the second half,” DeRozan
said.
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NEW YORK Workin’ overtime
\% Rangers stun Penguins in Game 1
M of Eastern Conference semis | Page 20

NBA PLAYOFFS

No threat
in sight?

Playoff drama setsup == ==

Finals, and potentially, a

Heat for three-peat Yl

By PauL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

s much as the rest of us are savor-
ing these NBA playoffs, with
all the buzzer beaters and

Game 7s and overtime
drama, the view is even bet-
ter for LeBron James and his
teammates.

The Miami Heat are look-
ing at a clear path to a
three-peat.

Let’s face it: There’s no
one in the East that can |
match up with the two-
time defending champs -
in a seven-game series.

SEE HEAT ON PAGE 30
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m Lillard’s last-
second three
eliminates
Rockets,
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Game 7,
Page 31
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alive, Page 31

Pedroia’s grand slam lifts Red Sox over Athletics | ms rounups, age 28




